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The Other Press has been Douglas College’s student newspaper since 
1976. Since 1978 we have been an 
autonomous publication, independent 
of the student union. We are a 
registered society under the Society 
Act of British Columbia, governed 
by an eight-person board of directors 
appointed by Wand from our staff. 
Our head office is located in the New 
Westminster campus.  
The Other Press is published 
weekly during the fall and winter 
semesters, and monthly during the 
summer. We receive our funding 
from a student levy collected 
through tutition fees every semester 
at registration, and from local and 
national advertising revenue. The 
Other Press is a member of the 
Canadian University Press (CUP), 
a syndicate of student newspapers 
that includes papers from all across 
Canada. 
The Other Press reserves the 
right to choose what we will publish, 
and we will not publish material 
that is hateful, obscene, or condones 
or promotes illegal activities. 
Submissions may be edited for clarity 
and brevity if necessary. All images 
used are copyright to their respective 
owners. 
Our collective meets every Monday @ 6:00p.m. Anyone can join!
If I may, I’d like to start out by dispelling a rumour that’s been floating around about me that’s wildly inaccurate: I haven’t 
always been, nor do I necessarily identify myself as, an outgoing 
person.
It’s true. And the amount of disagreement I get when I tell 
people this usually isn’t worth saying something in the first 
place. Constant dismissals of how I’m “definitely outgoing” and 
that I “make friends easily” and blah blah blah. It’s frustrating 
for a number of reasons and I usually just let it slide; it’s easier 
to let people have their own false perceptions than talk about 
something as personal as social anxiety. However, a recent blog 
post from a friend of mine entitled “Social Anxiety Stories” 
finally inspired me to join the debate with my own perspective. 
But first, allow me to take a jab at the terms introvert 
and extrovert and what they actually mean. Most commonly 
associated with the Myers-Briggs Type Indicator (MBTI), 
introversion and extraversion refer to the different attitudes 
people have towards their world. Let’s use a party for our 
example: if you find yourself feeling more energized at the 
party, either from the attention or from the different interactions 
you’re having with the other attendees, you have an extraverted 
attitude; those who go to the party and experience the opposite, 
feeling drained and like they need to get away from the noise 
and socializing, have an introverted attitude. They sound simple 
enough, but it’s when you apply these terms to everything that 
it becomes less of a label and more of a crutch.
Sure, I love hanging out with my friends, going to parties, 
and I’ve actually taken the MBTI and scored overwhelmingly 
in favour of the extraversion category. Even after all that, I’m 
still reluctant to label myself an extrovert, if only because it 
enforces a dichotomy, divvying us up into seemingly opposite 
personality types.
People are so eager to self-identify as one or the other that 
it means they’re overlooking the obvious: people generally 
belong to both. Some people are better at making friends than 
others, while some prefer staying in over going out. They’re just 
preferences and they’re hardly defining characteristics.
But what resounded most with me about my friend’s blog 
post was instead of preaching the differences, she drew largely 
from her own experiences. So I’ll follow suit. 
For the first 15 or so years of my life, I was a reclusive 
kid who spent his weekends watching discounted Rogers 
Video DVDs. It wasn’t until I entered high school and had the 
opportunity to expand my social circle that I began to crave 
friendship. But after that first year of multiple friend groups 
and attending parties semi-regularly, I was hooked. It became 
a sign of failure for me if I found myself home on the weekend 
without anything to do. I would heavily neglect my schoolwork 
and family, not out of choice, but a seeming obligation to go out 
with friends. While this behaviour might sound like a typical 
high school student, the compulsive need for human interaction 
carried on past the point of graduation. It hasn’t been until 
recent years that I’ve learned to simmer down on my socializing 
when I need to. Even now, if I’ve gone a few days without 
hanging out with friends, I’ll start to panic and reach for my 
phone and begin seeking out plans immediately.
What’s so debilitating about this need for constant 
companionship is it came with a snack bar of insecurities. I 
simultaneously needed to go out to parties and have as much 
fun as possible, but the fear of rejection by my peers would fuel 
my need to avoid these situations completely. An unfortunate 
reality is that if I’ve ever had to cancel plans on someone, there’s 
a 50 per cent chance it was because I became anxious and 
decided I couldn’t go at the last minute. Again, it’s gotten better 
over the years, but it’s still a recurring issue.
Even the most mundane of situations can give me severe 
anxiety. Running into someone I know on the bus can result 
in me vacating at the next stop if I don’t think I can sustain 
an interesting enough conversation with them. Meeting new 
people can feel like I’ve just been dropped into a volcano, as I 
sweat my way through an otherwise pleasant exchange. These 
are the things I have to regularly deal with, despite being 
known as an “outgoing person.”
I don’t want anyone to misinterpret this as a call for 
sympathy; I just think it’s important that people be careful 
when they’re presumptuous about individuals who are “shy” or 
“outgoing.” Reading my friend’s article was the first time I ever 
took a moment to consider my anxieties and it helped me to 
better understand why I have them. As difficult as it may be to 
talk or write about these sorts of things, they may go neglected 
if we don’t. It certainly adds on another layer of complexity to 
the expectation cake known as social situations, but the sooner 
people stop using labels like introvert and extrovert, the better.
So it goes,
Jacey Gibb
Editor-in-chief
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What you may not 
know about the video 
that became a cultural 
phenomenon
On December 2, 1983, MTV broadcast the world 
premiere of a certain music 
video to an unsuspecting 
television audience. Since then, 
“Thriller” became embedded 
into the public consciousness, 
with the werewolf 
transformation, the dancing 
zombies, the Vincent Price 
laugh, and the triangular red 
jacket still familiar to the general 
public decades later. 
At press time, there has 
been no announcement by Sony, 
the Michael Jackson Estate, or 
other relevant parties about a 
formal anniversary celebration 
for the video. However, we at 
the Other Press will mark this 
occasion with some trivia about 
“Thriller” that you might not 
know.
“Thriller” was inspired from 
An American Werewolf in London, 
a comedy-horror film directed 
by John Landis. At that time, 
motion picture directors did not 
film music videos; discussion 
between Jackson and Landis led 
to the idea of creating “Thriller” 
as a short motion picture rather 
than an ordinary music video.
The video would be shot 
on 35mm film, and worked on 
by film industry professionals. 
Even the horror-style music was 
composed by Elmer Bernstein, 
who also scored An American 
Werewolf in London. Landis’ 
wife Deborah, who worked on 
Raiders of the Lost Ark, was the 
costume designer; she created 
the famous red jacket to make 
Jackson look more “virile” due 
to his extremely thin physical 
stature. 
Production of the short film 
exceeded the original budget, 
becoming the most expensive 
music video of the time. An 
accompanying behind-the-
scenes documentary would be 
filmed and sold to networks 
to offset the rising costs. MTV, 
Showtime, and Vestron Video 
offered financial help on 
several conditions: MTV would 
have exclusive rights to air 
the documentary; Showtime 
would have the pay-cable 
rights; Vestron would distribute 
the home video, already 
anticipating high profits before 
its release.
Despite the “Thriller” video 
and Thriller album easily being 
number one hits, the “Thriller” 
song peaked at only number 
four on Billboard’s Hot 100 
Singles chart. It did hit number 
one in a few European countries, 
however. 
By summer 1983, the 
album’s sales were declining, 
dethroned from the number 
one spot by the Flashdance 
soundtrack and The Police’s 
Synchronicity. The broadcast 
premiere of the video thrust the 
album back to a second extended 
reign at number one, and broke 
the record for the world’s 
biggest seller. 
Ever wonder about that 
opening disclaimer? When 
word about the video reached 
the elders of the Jehovah’s 
Witnesses (Jackson’s religion at 
the time), they accused him of 
promoting the occult. Fearing 
expulsion, Jackson contacted 
his management to destroy 
the video before its release. A 
compromise was met, leading 
to the disclaimer, “Due to my 
strong personal convictions, I 
wish to stress that this film in 
no way endorses a belief in the 
occult.”
Jackson once sold the rights 
to produce a Broadway-style 
musical based on the video. 
The project was stalled due to 
Landis’ lawsuit over several 
years of unpaid royalties. A few 
months before Jackson’s death, a 
similar lawsuit was filed by Ola 
Ray, who played Jackson’s love 
interest in the video.
“Thriller” is the only 
music video preserved in 
the US Library of Congress’ 
National Film Registry, an 
archive dedicated to “culturally, 
historically, or aesthetically 
significant films” to American 
heritage. Put into perspective, 
“Thriller” is in the same 
company as The Wizard of 
Oz, Casablanca, Ben-Hur, The 
Godfather, Star Wars, and Forrest 
Gump. The video’s induction 
occurred in December 2009, six 
months after Jackson’s death. 
The 30th anniversary of Michael Jackson’s ‘Thriller‘ music video
Clive Ramroop, Contributor
 Photo courtesy of www.mjworld.net
Deal marks a historic 
win for the international 
community
On November 24, the international community 
scored a huge international 
relations victory in Geneva as 
diplomatic delegations from six 
countries reached a tentative, 
but significant agreement with 
Iran regarding their nuclear 
program. 
Diplomatic efforts with 
Iran were spearheaded by the 
five permanent members of the 
United Nations (UN) Security 
Council (the US, the UK, France, 
Russia, China), as well as 
Germany. The deal will contain 
Iran’s nuclear proliferation 
efforts to those meant for 
peaceful purposes and as a 
nuclear fuel—at five per cent 
enrichment—in exchange for 
the easing of economic sanctions 
that have weakened Iran’s 
economy.
The agreement, of which 
the first phase will last for 
six months, will have Iran 
halt the production of highly 
enriched (around 20 per cent) 
uranium, which is necessary in 
the development of a nuclear 
weapon. The deal also allows 
international inspectors to 
visit nuclear facilities to ensure 
that no weapons development 
is taking place. In exchange, 
Barack Obama pledges “modest 
relief” from the economic 
sanctions that have been placed 
on Iran over the years.
This move of greater Iranian 
transparency was set in motion 
by the new Iranian president, 
Hassan Rouhani, who is 
significantly more moderate and 
tolerant than his predecessor. 
Former president Mahmoud 
Ahmadinejad did not foster 
positive relations with western 
nations. President Rouhani’s 
steps towards a dialogue on 
the nuclear issue is proving to 
be a success for him. Buffalo 
News reports that “a member of 
Congress and legislative aides 
have said the White House was 
considering releasing about 
$3-billion to $5-billion in Iranian 
funds frozen in foreign banks.”
Iran will halt production 
of uranium enriched to 20 per 
cent, where weapons-grade 
uranium needs to be enriched to 
90 per cent or more. The country 
has also been ordered to cease 
production of any new nuclear 
centrifuges that are used during 
the enrichment process. New 
York Daily News reports that 
between “February 2009 and 
November 2013, Iran’s inventory 
of installed centrifuges increased 
from about 5,500 to more than 
19,000.”
Since the election of 
President Rouhani, the anti-
Western rhetoric associated with 
former president Ahmadinejad 
has mostly gone away. The 
new Iranian president is open 
to fostering ties with the West 
and images of US Secretary of 
State John Kerry laughing with 
Iranian officials during recent 
talks have been spread online. 
In the past few weeks, American 
and Iranian officials have 
reached more agreement than in 
the previous few decades.
Whether or not this recent 
agreement will create a lasting 
effect remains to be seen but the 
UN and its members are hopeful 
for a more transparent nuclear 
policy in Iran—one that limits 
Iran’s nuclear program to one 
meant for peaceful purposes and 
energy production. 
Despite the breakthrough 
this deal represents, some in the 
international community are not 
happy. Israeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu has called 
the deal a “historic mistake.” 
In the US, congressional 
republicans are claiming that the 
Obama administration is being 
too soft on Iran. In Canada, 
Minister of Foreign Affairs 
John Baird said that he remains 
skeptical about the deal and that 
Canadian sanctions against Iran 
will remain.
Iran agrees to halt production of highly enriched uranium
Aidan
Mouellic
Staff Writer
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Jesse Stamberg listens 
to your struggles
In an interview with the Other Press, Jesse Stamberg, internal 
relations coordinator at the 
Douglas Students’ Union (DSU), 
reveals how his struggles as 
a new student led him to get 
involved and make changes to 
his college community.
 
When did you start being 
interested in being involved at 
the DSU?
My first semester at 
Douglas was extremely hard, 
both academically and socially, 
and I really struggled to find 
places to meet people. I noticed 
that most students just went 
to class and left immediately 
after. The opportunities for 
new students to meet people 
on campus were tricky to find. 
That was until I saw class talks 
from students trying to get 
elected to student council on 
campus. I immediately talked 
to one of them in class and was 
determined to make my way 
into the DSU. I wanted to make 
it more accessible for students to 
get involved in campus life.
Could you explain for us 
your role as internal relations 
coordinator at the DSU? What 
duties does this include?
My role as internal relations 
coordinator has to do with 
overall building operations 
and services. For example, 
coordinating services like 
the health and dental plan, 
handbooks, pub nights, and 
helping to coordinate new 
renovations to the space such as 
our computer lab and renovated 
lower lounge space.
How has working with the 
DSU affected your life? Have 
you found it helpful in other 
aspects of your daily life?
The DSU has been a 
great opportunity for me as 
I am able to work in both an 
organizational environment and 
also advocate for students on 
the ground level. This allows me 
to meet and hear the struggles 
of everyday students on campus 
and motivates me to help 
resolve their issues. I have also 
been mentored by many of the 
staff that I work with and met 
some really enjoyable people0
.If you could change one thing 
at Douglas College, what 
would it be?
If I could change one 
thing on campus it would have 
to be improved transparency 
and more student involvement, 
especially relating to major 
changes for students. Too 
much of the decision making 
process is happening at the top 
level of Douglas College, and 
very little of those decisions 
are displayed or brought 
forward for students to discuss. 
I feel there isn’t enough of a 
student voice. Events like the 
president’s dinner are a good 
first step to moving forward, 
however student insight into 
what is needed on campus 
is still very much neglected. 
Issues surrounding cafeteria 
prices and various other day to 
day issues that students would 
greatly benefit from student 
input. There has been some 
linkage between students and 
the college with events such 
as the president’s dinner, but 
I think that there needs to be 
more interaction. The onus is 
predominantly on the students 
to be more involved, which I 
think is true, but I also believe 
that there is a long way to go 
until students can feel involved 
and connected with the college.
What advice do you have to 
Douglas College students?
My advice to Douglas 
College students would be 
to look at Douglas as a part 
of your life and not just a 
transfer school. This is a major 
opportunity to expand your 
horizons and meet new people. 
Make sure that you are getting 
the most out of Douglas College, 
academically and socially, and 
try to get out and meet your 
local campus partners. If you 
would like to get involved with 
the DSU right now, try coming 
to one of our offices at either 
New Westminster or Coquitlam 
campus or come meet us at an 
event. We are always looking 
for volunteers for our events or 
tabling.
Get to know your Douglas Students’ Union Representatives
Douglas College students 
seek to eliminate violence 
against women and girls
On December 2 and 3, the Douglas Students’ Union 
(DSU) and the Douglas College 
Women’s Centre are hosting an 
event in honour of the National 
Day of Remembrance and 
Action on Violence Against 
Women. This day marks the 
anniversary of the Montreal 
Massacre of 1989 where 14 
women were killed based on 
their sex. On December 6 of 
that year, Marc Lépine entered 
the l’École Polytechnique de 
Montréal with a rifle, separated 
men from women, and began 
shooting the women, claiming 
he was “fighting feminism.” 
It is widely accepted that 
the women were targeted 
because of their presence in the 
traditionally male dominated 
field of engineering, and for 
their representation of the 
advancement of women’s 
equality. Since then, the day has 
been commemorated as the Day 
of Remembrance and Action 
on Violence Against Women in 
Canada.
“Violence against women 
is still pervasive in our society 
today. From domestic violence, 
to sexualized violence, to 
human trafficking, and the 
existence of rape culture that 
permeates our everyday lives,” 
says Tracy Ho, college relations 
and membership outreach 
coordinator at the DSU. “This 
event will draw attention to 
these [issues] and also call for 
action to end violence.” 
The event will be held at the 
David Lam Campus AB Atrium 
on Monday December 2 from 11 
a.m. to 3 p.m., and at the New 
Westminster campus concourse 
on December 3 from 11 a.m. to 
6 p.m. 
“The event will include 
a vigil to honour the 14 
women that were killed, a 
shoe memorial that will show 
visually the number of women 
that are affected by violence, a 
slideshow, a pledge, a panel of 
speakers from the community 
and at the New Westminster 
Campus a film screening of 
Until the Violence Stops,” says 
Ho. 
The 2003 documentary is 
about female empowerment and 
features interviews with women 
affected by abuse ranging from 
rape to female circumcision, as 
well as testimonies from men 
who “expose social and cultural 
attitudes that perpetuate the 
pervasive violence against 
women.” 
Starting at 12:30 p.m. at 
the David Lam campus, and at 
3:30 p.m. in New Westminster, 
there will be a welcome from 
an Aboriginal Elder, and 
speeches from representatives 
from Women Against Violence 
Against Women. There will also 
be special guest speaker Selina 
Robinson, MLA for Coquitlam-
Maillardville at the Coquitlam 
Campus. Special guest speakers 
for the New Westminster 
campus will include Judy Darcy, 
MLA for New Westminster, and 
Erin Rozman from the Douglas 
College Faculty Association.
In her interview with the 
Other Press, Ho concluded 
by saying that “there are 
many things that we can do 
as students, faculty, staff, and 
members of this community—
speaking out and highlighting 
these issues is the first step. 
The Douglas College Women’s 
Centre is one space on campus 
that this work can begin and 
continue to challenge sexism 
and violence.”
The Women’s Centre is 
also seeking donations of shoes 
for their upcoming shoe sale 
in honour of International 
Women’s Day, which occurs 
every year on March 8. 
Donations can be dropped 
off at the Coquitlam campus 
in room A130, or at the New 
Westminster campus, room 
2850, by March 3. Shoes start 
at $2 a pair and proceeds will 
go toward bursaries to support 
women in their studies at 
Douglas College. Any leftover 
shoes will be donated to a local 
women’s shelter.
Commemorating National Day of Remembrance and 
Action on Violence Against Women
Julia
Siedlanowska
Staff Writer
Julia
Siedlanowska
Staff Writer
Photo courtesy of  Jesse Stamberg
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Some key events you 
should circle in your 
calendar next yea
In honour of our last issue of 2013, we at the Other Press have 
been looking ahead to events 
we may be bringing to you as 
news in 2014. Here’s a month-
by-month account of what you 
should be looking out for. 
JANUARY
(Society): In Canada, polar bear 
swims will take place in cities 
and towns across the country to 
ring in the New Year. 
(Politics): Latvia is expected 
to adopt the euro, becoming 
the 18th member to adopt the 
currency. 
(Society): An International 
Chinese New Year’s parade in 
Tsim Sha Tsui on January 31 to 
celebrate Chinese New Year.
FEBRUARy
(Sports): New television ads will 
be launched during SuperBowl 
XLVIII, which will be held in 
New Jersey.
(Sports): The 2014 Winter 
Olympic and Paralympic Games 
will be held in Sochi, Russia. 
MARCH
(Sports): Vancouver will 
host the 2014 NHL Heritage 
Classic, which will feature the 
Ottawa Senators up against the 
Vancouver Canucks. 
(Douglas College): The election 
period for the Douglas Students’ 
Union begins. 
APRIL
(Politics): It is expected that 
voters in Afghanistan will go to 
the polls to elect a new president. 
MAy
(History): The United States will 
open the National September 11 
Memorial Museum at the new 
World Trade Centre building in 
Lower Manhattan. 
(Politics): Parliamentary 
elections are scheduled to be 
held in India—with more than 
750-million eligible voters, India 
consistently has the largest 
electoral exercises in the world, 
and is the world’s largest 
democracy.
JUNE
(Sports): The 2014 FIFA World 
Cup opens in Brazil. 
(Society): TransLink is expected 
to have completed the transition 
for all public transit users in 
Metro Vancouver to the new 
Compass card system. 
JULy
(Politics): It is widely expected 
that, if the military government 
in Egypt were to allow for a 
presidential election, that it 
would be held in the summer of 
2014. 
AUGUST
(Tech): Virgin Galactic 
expected to launch the first-
ever commercial spaceflight, 
with Virgin founder Richard 
Branson expected to be on-board 
along with his two children, 
in history’s first “family trip to 
space.”
(Sports): Canada will host the 
FIFA U-20 Women’s World Cup.
(History): 100th anniversary of 
the beginning of the First World 
War.
SEPTEMBER
(Politics): Scotland will hold a 
referendum on independence 
from Great Britain. 
OCTOBER
(Religion): Pope Francis will 
host an Extraordinary Synod of 
Bishops at the Vatican, where 
Catholic officials will discuss the 
challenges of the modern family. 
NOVEMBER
(Politics): The United States will 
hold mid-term elections for the 
House of Representatives and 
one-third of the Senate.
(Politics): Municipal elections 
will be held in cities and towns 
across British Columbia.
DECEMBER
(Politics): American and British 
troops are expected to fully 
withdraw from Afghanistan, 
marking the end of their military 
involvement in the country. 
A look ahead to 2014
Participants react after taking to the frigid waters of English Bay during the annual Polar Bear Swim in Vancouver Last year
Photo courtesy of Darryl Dyck/Canadian Press
Patrick
Vaillancourt
News Editor
news@theotherpress.ca
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Vegas illusionist presents 
Burnaby show
Make way for Murray SawChuck, a Burnaby-
native stage illusionist who 
headlines shows in Las Vegas, 
appears on reality shows like the 
History Channel’s Pawn Stars, 
and made it to the semi-finals of 
America’s Got Talent.
He’s coming home for 
the holidays with his new 
show Murray’s Magical Holiday 
Spectacular at the James Cowan 
Theatre on December 14—his 
first hometown performance in 
almost 20 years.
“The reason I am doing this 
show is solely for my parents, 
John and Arlene Sawchuk, 
as without their support, I 
wouldn’t have any career,” he 
said. “So I wanted to come back 
to the last theatre I played in 
Burnaby, which was the James 
Cowan Theatre.”
Murray, a World Champion 
Magician, has created a variety 
of acts that include grand 
illusions such as making sports 
cars appear out of thin air as 
well as signature magic routines 
like his CD FX Act.
For his holiday show, he 
hopes audiences are ready for 
some comedy and hands-on fun.
“The show I am bringing 
to the Shadbolt is my comedy/
magic show. It’s all personality 
with a few bigger illusions,” he 
explained.
“I also will be bringing some 
people up from the audience to 
help me as well! I will be doing 
a few of my signature bits… 
you just have to come to see the 
show to find out which ones!”
Tickets to Murray’s Magical 
Holiday Spectacular are available 
through the Shadbolt Centre 
for the Arts at 604-205-3000 or 
online at tickets.shadboltcentre.
com.
you can see more of 
Murray’s magic on his 
official website at www.
murraysawchuck.com
‘Mercy Thompson: 
Homecoming’ review
The Mercy book series by Patricia Briggs captured 
readers with its amazing writing 
and fantasy world. Mercy 
Thompson: Homecoming, a graphic 
novel prequel to the series, offers 
stunning artwork but fails to 
capture the quality of writing 
that made the book series a 
New York Times’ bestseller. 
While it may look attractive, this 
graphic novel won’t hold your 
interest because it mostly revisits 
previous events that were 
mentioned in the book series.
Homecoming follows Mercy 
Thompson, a shapeshifter 
who grew up in a pack of 
werewolves, as she moves to 
the Tri-Cities in hopes of finding 
a new job as a history teacher. 
Things turn sour when she 
finds herself in the middle of a 
turf war between two warring 
werewolf packs, both intent on 
taking control of the territory. 
The art by Francis Tsai 
and Amelia Woo is probably 
the one redeeming quality of 
this graphic novel. To put it 
simply, it’s beautiful. With vivid 
backgrounds and an earthy 
palette, the art conveys the very 
organic feel of the characters and 
story extremely well. The style 
is more typical of the modern 
North American works, with less 
emphasis on inks and more on 
making the panels appear like 
miniature paintings. 
The problem with this 
graphic novel lies in the writing, 
which is done by series author 
Briggs. Intended to be a prequel, 
Homecoming features a plot that 
doesn’t appear in the original 
book series. It also features a lot 
of Mercy’s past that was already 
mentioned in the series, so for 
fans of the books this story 
seems like déjà vu.
Unfortunately, not enough 
about this urban fantasy world 
is explained in Homecoming for 
new readers to understand it 
without having read at least the 
first book, Moon Called.
My best advice is to skip 
Mercy Thompson: Homecoming 
and read the books instead.
’Homecoming’ will leave you begging for Mercy
Choices from Netflix 
to combat boredom
Bank Error in Your Favour, 2009 
France - 105 minutes
It used to be that if you wanted to see a foreign film 
you would have to go to a 
small rental shop in Vancouver 
or catch a screening at an 
independent movie theatre. 
Now Netflix allows viewers 
the convenience of enjoying 
great foreign films without ever 
leaving home.
Netflix proves once again 
that it is the king of foreign film 
selection by hosting the French 
comedy Bank Error in your 
Favour. The film follows the 
tale of a servant who happens 
to eavesdrop on some of his 
employers’ conversations about 
insider trading.
The servant, Julien (Gérard 
Lanvin), decides to use his 
newfound information to 
play the stock market and 
win big. Not only does he 
use the illegal information 
to gain personal wealth, he 
spreads the information to 
his neighbourhood friends, 
who also win big on the stock 
market. Thanks to his new role 
as angel advisor, the humble 
servant becomes a celebrated 
man.
Along the way, Julien 
and his newly wealthy 
friends discover romance and 
adventure, which makes for 
some humorous bumps along 
the road.
The film is delightful, 
immature, and fun. It’s an 
enjoyable way to feel a bit more 
cultured while having some 
laughs.
Netflix Pix
Bank Error in Your Favour
 Photo courtesy of  Murray SawChuck
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Favourite 
albums 
from the 
year that 
was 
While I’m typically against creating lists to give a 
numerical order to a brilliant 
year of music, here are my 
favourites from 2013. Happy 
listening!
The Courtneys (The Courtneys)
For me, the summer of 2013 was the 
summer of two things: Okanagan 
Cider and The Courtneys. The ‘90s 
are alive again on this eight-track 
gem from the local three-piece 
destined for greatness. Just because 
the summer sun has faded doesn’t 
mean these three will anytime soon.
Listen for: “90210” and “Nu 
Sundae”
Jacey
Gibb
Editor-in-chief
editor@theotherpress.ca
Dear Nevada (Hooves)
A lot of Vancouver indie music 
falls comfortably in the genre of 
garage-rock, but Hooves’ debut 
EP brings a light summery feel to 
the scene with surf pop-rock and 
a catchy beat to match.
Listen for: “Mooves like Katty” 
and “Dr. Frankenfurter”
The Electric Lady (Janelle Monae)
To say that expectations were high 
for Monae after 2010’s breakout 
The ArchAndroid would be an 
understatement. Thankfully for 
her—and for us—Monae was up 
for the challenge and, with the 
help of guests like Prince and 
Solange Knowles, the next chapter 
in the “Metropolis” saga is one of 
its finest.
Listen for: “Dance Apocalyptic” 
and “Q.U.E.E.N.”
The Late Great Whatever 
(Lovely Bad Things)
I first heard about these folks 
through an ad on Facebook, 
forever giving me an unattainable 
expectation that all future bands 
being advertised would be great. 
Raw guitar riffs and just the right 
amount of beach-rock make for a 
killer full-length debut. 
Listen for: “Gravel Dreamer” and 
“Honeycomb Cocoon”
We Are the 21st Century 
Ambassadors of Peace & Magic 
(Foxygen)
Come for the band name, stay for 
the music. After years of indie-
rock mediocrity, Foxygen’s latest 
offering strikes the perfect balance 
between freak-out rock and 
summertime jams. It also didn’t 
hurt that I had “San Francisco” 
on repeat for most of July and 
August.
Listen for: “On Blue Mountain” 
and “San Francisco”
Birthmarks (Born Ruffians)
Born Ruffians’ third LP is 
likely their most forgettable, 
but the album still boasts a 
healthy number of indie-pop 
songs designed to get your feet 
tapping.
Listen for: “Ocean’s Deep” and 
“Dancing on the Edge of Our 
Graves”
Yeezus (Kanye West)
It’s easy to hate Kanye West 
and even easier to hate Yeezus, 
but dismissing an album based 
on personal grudges only hurts 
yourself. Trading in the polish and 
overworked auto-tune from 808s 
& Heartbreak for the raw, racism-
fuelled tracks of Yeezus, West proves 
again why he gets to have such an 
inflated ego.
Listen for: “Black Skinhead” and 
“Hold My Liquor”
Victories (Little Wild)
With nearly a year in-between 
their Sleep/Money seven-inch and 
debut LP, Little Wild are now on 
track for a memorable 2014.  The 
album, aptly titled Victories, is 
a tribute to fast-paced, rock ‘n’ 
roll everywhere, with energized 
shorter tracks like “Money” 
complimenting longer anthems 
like the climactic closer “Ride 
Off… Real Dramatic Like.”
Listen for: “Brown Vest” and  
“Cockatiel”
Reflektor (Arcade Fire)
Simultaneously one of the most 
acclaimed and publicly criticized 
albums of 2013, there’s no 
denying Reflektor’s polarizing 
dual-sided, James Murphy-
saturated nature. Even if you’re 
not a fan of the album, the 
reviews are good for a chuckle.
Listen for: “Afterlife” and 
“Porno”
AM (Arctic Monkeys)
Heavy like a wrecking ball but 
cool like an ocean breeze, AM 
continues the Arctic Monkeys’ 
descent from gimmicky Brit-rock 
into brood kings.
Listen for: “Stop the World I 
Wanna Get Off With You” and 
“Arabella”
XO (Bear Mountain)
The Vancouver favourites 
have had a busy year, between 
opening on tour for Islands and 
co-headlining their own tour 
with the Belle Game. While XO 
technically came out in 2012, the 
re-release in 2013 is what caused 
the band’s popularity to sky 
rocket. Ain’t no Bear Mountain 
high enough.
Listen for: “Two Step” 
and “Congo”
Trouble Will Find Me (The National)
I’ve often referred to the National 
affectionately as my favourite “sad 
band” and their latest album is no 
exception. Filled with theatrical 
anthems and brooding soliloquies, 
the National reign supreme as the 
kings of melodrama.
Listen for: “Sea of Love” and “I 
Need My Girl”
Top Less Gay Love Tekno Party (Top 
Less)
From the moment I laid eyes on 
the “Robin” music video over a 
year ago, I was hooked on Top 
Less’ catchy mix of old school 
disco-ish melodies with modern 
rock. They’ve also earned infamy 
for their live shows, notorious 
for glitter bombs and having too 
much fun.
Listen for: “Top Less Gay Love 
Tekno Party” and “Danger Love”
Modern Vampires of the City 
(Vampire Weekend)
A band once seemingly destined 
for obscurity, Vampire Weekend 
used their latest album as a 
showcase of the band’s sounds 
not tailored for listening to 
in an Old Navy changing 
room. Energetic, driven, and 
overwhelmingly fun, we’re 
reminded of why we loved the 
four-piece from New York in the 
first place.
Listen for: “Unbelievers” and 
“Diane Young”
Have an idea for a story or review? Contact the editor at arts@theotherpress.ca
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This final instalment of the “Panto in Vancouver” series 
will be in a more standard 
format instead of the Q-and-A 
style in past articles due to 
difficulties in contacting those 
involved with the production. 
In any case, Metro Theatre will 
continue its 2013-14 season—
the 51st season of the theatre’s 
existence—with its pantomime 
stage production of Jack and the 
Beanstalk. 
In classic pantomime 
tradition, Jack and the Beanstalk 
will feature the usual 
conventions that just about 
every panto must follow: 
a children’s story given a 
musical comedy spin, with 
outside forces of good and evil 
struggling to gain control of the 
plot. The audience cheers and 
boos the action as the silliness 
of the story, the song and dance 
numbers, and intentionally 
corny jokes and pop culture 
references all spill and spiral 
into zany, frantic, magical 
mayhem. 
Written and directed 
by long-time Metro Theatre 
member Johnny Duncan, the 
plot will remain at its core 
the same story as the original 
tale, with our young hero Jack 
being forced to sell the family 
cow named Daisy—the panto 
animal is another tradition in 
the genre—at the behest of his 
mother. But in this version of the 
story, Jack’s mother is the panto 
dame, known as Dame Trot 
(played by Roger Kettyls), a.k.a. 
“Trotty” to her friends.
Influencing the direction of 
the story will be a Good Fairy 
and the evil Demon Distastely, 
the latter played by Trent 
Gluckler. Distastely has backup 
in the form of a henchman: a 
mini-Demon in training.
There will also be a 
Princess Melody who needs to 
be rescued, and her father, the 
King, who is aided by a pair of 
bungling guards named Harem 
and Scarum. 
Of course, it wouldn’t be 
Jack and the Beanstalk without a 
giant. Metro Theatre promises 
to deliver on what it calls a 
“GIANT Giant Eyesore who 
constantly terrorizes the village” 
where Jack lives. But the theatre 
is pretty mum on hinting at who 
or what this “Giant Eyesore” 
will be, and justifiably so… why 
drop a big spoiler, when it is far 
more fun to bring a posse along 
for the ride to find out?
Jack and the Beanstalk will 
run from December 13 to 
January 4 at the Metro Theatre. 
Showtimes are 7 p.m. on 
Thursdays through Saturdays, 
plus 2 p.m. matinees on 
weekends and holidays. For 
ticket information, contact the 
Metro Theatre box office at 604-
266-7191. For more information, 
go to www.metrotheatre.org
British Pantomime 101 part five: ‘Jack and the 
Beanstalk’Metro Theatre’s tall tale promises giant laughs
Clive Ramroop, Contributor
 Photo courtesy of www.metrotheatre.com
Fairies welcome at ‘The Daisy Theatre’ 
Puppet show brings 
joy across Canada
Ronnie Burkett’s theatre is characterized by 
compassion, humour, 
Canadianisms, and dirty jokes. 
Although I was critical at 
first of a one-man show that 
receives so much funding, this 
individual’s talent—and more 
specifically his marionettes—
have won me over.
The Daisy Theatre is an 
eclectic collection of heart-
warming characters from 
Burkett’s past shows along 
with some debutants. On a 
stage built specifically for his 
little actors, there is only just 
enough room for these huge 
personalities: an old librarian 
who shows us how to twerk, a 
flamboyant homosexual cow, 
an Albertan “silly bitty,” and 
the “star of the show,” the 
most memorable one of all.
The characters go on stage 
to perform mostly solos in a 
sort of variety show, and often 
interact with the audience. 
This is part puppet show, 
part stand-up comedy, and 
there are plenty of jokes at the 
audience’s expense.
Burkett manipulates the 
audience just as he does the 
puppets, and we love it. At 
one point he had a man lying 
on the stage with a puppet 
stroking his “man parts.” The 
audience was in stitches, and 
succumbed to the puppet 
master’s every demand.
Through the character 
of a washed-up diva, the 
audience was trained to 
greet her with a high-pitched 
“Could it be!? Could it be!? It 
is! It is!” To which the diva 
replied, “Only when I sit 
down do you reluctantly stop 
clapping”—and, sure enough, 
the audience was reluctant to 
stop.   
Burkett combined politics 
and humour with a kind 
of gentle profundity and 
humanity that was touching. 
Most loveable of all was his 
smallest puppet, a little “fairy” 
who wanted to get his wings. 
With the double meaning of 
fairy being the butt of quite 
a few jokes, Burkett’s stance 
on pushing the boundaries of 
heteronormativity is evident. 
As the tiny puppet climbs 
to meet his master and falls 
without gaining his wings, 
we are on his side completely. 
The metaphor of the giant 
puppet master above all of us 
is an archetypal image made 
relatively poignant through 
this endearing character’s 
struggle.  
Part of Burkett’s success 
relies on the show’s ability 
to appeal to multiple 
demographics. He has an 
extensive knowledge of 
the micro-cultures within 
Canada’s regions and 
successfully plays up to them. 
His character of an Edmonton 
old “bitty” is a specific 
stereotype; however, as she 
reveals the struggles of an 
ageing woman, we are moved 
to tears through a universality 
that hits home.
Burkett’s ability to make 
fun of the theatre scene is also 
impressive and hilarious. His 
honesty is what makes him 
so funny and enjoyable. As 
General Fuqwar comes on 
to complain about the last 
bawdy puppet who did a 
hilariously impressive and 
lifelike striptease, he plays on 
the traditions of the Vancouver 
theatre scene.
“you want good, clean, 
boring, innocuous, Canadian 
entertainment… like Mary 
f-ing Poppins!” he says.
There’s a reason why 
Alberta-born Burkett is a 
Canadian legend.
A self-described “nerdy 
puppet-boy,” his skills at 
manipulating and channeling 
his characters are dizzying. 
Each individual puppet is 
a beautiful piece of art. The 
voices he comes up with 
for each of his countless 
marionettes are fantastic, 
and the creativity that flows 
through each is compelling to 
watch.
His improvisational skills 
are evident when he interacts 
with the audience. The show 
had me laughing and crying 
with a sort of mundane 
profundity that makes up 
life. Burkett’s compassion 
is evident throughout. The 
Daisy Theatre is a show with 
a universal beauty and 
charm that is sure to provide 
entertainment for all. 
The Daisy Theatre will be 
playing until December 15 at 
The Cultch. Tickets are $33 at 
tickets.thecultch.com
Julia
Siedlanowska
Staff Writer
 Photo courtesy of 
www.thecultch.com
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One-man play satirizes 
mall Santas
Prepare for a trip down memory lane as the Arts 
Club’s The Santaland Diaries 
tells the tale of a 33-year-old 
man (Toby Berner) struggling 
to survive the Christmas season 
as Crumpet the Elf in Macy’s 
Santaland in December 1992.
With references to 
videocassette cameras, Phil 
Collins, and the “Teenage 
Mutant Ninja Turtles Theme 
Song,” this play offers audiences 
a truly ‘90s experience.
The one-man, one-act 
play—adapted by Joe Mantello 
from a David Sedaris essay—
follows Crumpet’s journey as 
he moves his way up the candy 
cane ladder at Macy’s Santaland, 
from cleaning up after sick 
children to becoming Santa’s 
assistant.
He describes the agony 
of having to wear a fake smile 
while watching heartless parents 
force their crying children onto 
Santa’s lap, families taking 
multiple photos and videos from 
various angles for “posterity,” 
and mothers coaching 
their children on reciting a 
predetermined wish list that 
consists of the toys the parents 
have already purchased.
Berner works well with 
and without a script as he 
occasionally breaks the fourth 
wall and randomly talks to 
the audience. In one scene, he 
pretends to be typing as the 
words appear on a projection 
screen above him, realizes he 
has made a typo, and proceeds 
to cover it up with Wite-Out. 
Turning to the audience, he 
says, “Ooh, Wite-Out. you guys 
remember that?”
Some of the most 
entertaining scenes in the show 
occur when Berner switches 
from the script to improv and 
interacts with the audience. At 
one point, he invited attendees 
to shout out what they wanted 
for Christmas and received a 
wild response as the room shook 
from the loudly proclaimed 
answers.
The play is irreverent 
in exploring prejudices in 
Santaland customers as it delves 
into a relatively unknown issue 
of “Santa racism.”
Santaland offers two types 
of Santas: one with a light 
complexion and the other with 
a darker complexion. Crumpet 
describes how some Caucasian 
parents request a “white Santa” 
and some African-American 
families prefer a “black Santa.” 
But for some disgruntled 
customers, a biracial Santa isn’t 
“black enough.”
In the end, Crumpet 
discovers the true meaning of 
Christmas when he describes 
the kindest Santa actor at 
Santaland. Instead of asking 
children what toys they want for 
Christmas, the older gentleman 
asks children and parents how 
much they love each other. The 
scene is very moving and can 
bring a few tears to theatregoers 
who remember heartwarming 
Santa moments from their own 
childhood.
The Santaland Diaries is an 
entertaining show for adults 
that can take viewers back to 
childhood Christmases—or at 
least to some awesome 1990s 
memories.
The show will be playing 
at the Revue Stage in Granville 
Island until December 21. For 
tickets, call 604-687-1644 or go to 
www.artsclub.com
‘The Santaland Diaries’ presents an elfin’ good ‘90s Christmas
Toby Berner | Photo courtesy of  David Cooper
YTV show encourages 
holiday giving
At 9:30 a.m. on November 30, the cast of YTV’s 
upcoming comedy series, Some 
Assembly Required, gathered at 
Toys “R” Us in Coquitlam to 
go on a shopping spree. But 
this was no ordinary shopping 
trip—the toys these actors were 
searching for were to be donated 
to the Salvation Army, courtesy 
of funds raised by the Steve 
Nash Fitness World & Sports 
Clubs, for children in need this 
Christmas.
“The shopping will be a 
blast, but I think when the kids 
get their stuff is what I’m the 
most excited about,” said Dylan 
Playfair, who plays the thrill-
seeker Knox in the series.
“I’m excited for the 
cast to work together,” said 
Sydney Scotia, who plays the 
popular girl Geneva. “We’re 
so privileged to do something 
together with the Salvation 
Army.”
Armed with $4,000 and 
suggestion lists for various age 
groups and genders, the cast 
set out to find the perfect gifts 
in two hours of fun-filled toy 
shopping for a cause.
Some Assembly Required 
is a children’s sitcom about a 
group of teens that take over 
Knickknack Toys to make toys 
that kids will actually enjoy. 
It will premiere on yTV on 
January 6, but you can get a 
sneak peek by attending one of 
the live studio audience tapings 
in Burnaby.
“The entire point of the 
show is to leave people with a 
feeling of happiness. And there’s 
double-tiered jokes,” Playfair 
said. “There’s a lot of dialogue 
that goes over kids’ heads, so a 
parent or young adult could sit 
down and watch the show and 
be fully entertained.”
Such jokes include 
political humour or suggestive 
innuendos, some of which 
will never make it to air if 
YTV decides it doesn’t fit the 
show. So if you want to see all 
the crazy jokes and additional 
scenes in an episode, the cast 
recommends you attend a live 
taping.
“Regardless of the content 
of the show, I think it’s really 
beneficial for anyone in college 
or university, adult or child 
to come out and check it out 
because they get to see how 
TV shows are actually made,” 
Playfair said.
The cast describes the 
show as a dream job because 
it was created by Dan Signer 
and Howard Nemetz, the team 
behind popular Disney sitcoms 
like The Suite Life of Zack and 
Cody and Mr. Young.
“I watched Suite Life all 
the time when I got home from 
school. Now I’m a part of one 
of those shows where I know 
kids are rushing home to watch 
us,” said Harrison Houde, 
who plays nerdy Bowie. “It’s 
like a childhood dream being 
fulfilled.”
Live tapings happen every 
Friday at the show’s studios at 
5828 Byrne Road in Burnaby. 
Tapings are scheduled for 
December 6, December 13, and 
January 10.
you can reserve a seat in 
the live studio audience by 
calling 604-433-0779 or emailing 
someassemblylive@gmail.com
For more information, 
go to www.facebook.com/
someassemblytv or follow @
someassemblytv.
Toy shopping for a cause with the cast of 
‘Some Assembly Required’
Cheryl
Minns
Arts Editor
arts@theotherpress.ca
Cheryl
Minns
Arts Editor
arts@theotherpress.ca
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Tips for polite and 
painless air travel during 
the holiday season
you can tell it’s almost time for a vacation because 
you’ve had a collective eight 
hours of sleep in the last three 
days, and you may have reached 
a point of diminishing returns 
with the calculus studying. If 
you’re like me, your break from 
school will involve blissfully 
catching up on Scandal and 
Downton Abbey, but if you’re 
some other, luckier person, 
maybe you’re about to go on 
a fantastic vacation to a hot, 
steamy, all-inclusive paradise. If 
that’s the case, before you toss 
a bikini in a suitcase and head 
off to YVR, read the following 
tips carefully to make sure 
everyone’s trip goes smoothly 
during this busy travel time.
The most important thing 
to remember when navigating 
chaotic terminals and crowded 
cabins is that you are not the 
only person who is rushed/
stressed/laden with baggage 
(both physical and emotional). 
Repeat it like a mantra in 
your head whenever you find 
yourself in a situation amongst 
others: whether it’s in line for 
a pre-flight Starbucks or mid-
flight when your Air Canada-
issued headphones crap out 
during The Great Gatsby, remind 
yourself that you aren’t the 
only person in this hunk of steel 
hurtling through the sky. 
When it comes to flight 
attendants, a smile and a 
“Thank you” will go a long 
way. Top pet peeves from real 
flight attendants include rude 
passengers, those who try to 
wear headphones during the 
safety video or beverage service, 
people who stick their elbows 
or feet (ew!) in the aisle, those 
who hide their garbage in 
inappropriate places (like seat 
back pockets), and, worst of all, 
people who snap their fingers 
to get the flight attendant’s 
attention. Also, when it comes 
to smartphones, don’t be an 
Alec Baldwin about it. Just turn 
it off. Candy Crush will still be 
there when you land. Basically, 
if you wouldn’t do it in the 
living room of your boyfriend or 
girlfriend’s parents’ house, don’t 
do it to a flight attendant who is 
just doing their job during the 
holidays.
In most cases, airlines are 
only required to staff one flight 
attendant per 50 passengers, 
which is an important fact to 
note if you’re the type of person 
who gets upset when your 
second coffee doesn’t come fast 
enough. When boarding the 
plane, help things go smoothly 
by organizing yourself ahead of 
time. Place items you want to 
keep with you—like your tablet, 
iPod, or lucky rabbit’s foot—in 
an easily accessible front pocket 
of your carry-on luggage. This 
way you can locate your seat, 
quickly grab your essentials, 
and stow your bag in one 
fluid motion. This helps keep 
things moving in the cabin and 
makes life easier for everyone, 
especially your overworked 
flight attendants.
Air travel can be stressful, 
but one way to make it less so 
is with alcohol! Did you know 
that you can buy mini booze 
bottles at the liquor store and 
pack them in your carry-on? If 
it’s below 100 ml, bring it with 
you the same way you would 
any other liquid or gel. Just be 
discreet when you pour it into 
your soda mid-flight. 
And finally, if you’re going 
somewhere tropical, pack 
a swimsuit and a change of 
clothes in your carry-on along 
with your other essentials. In 
the off chance the airline loses 
your luggage, at least you’ll 
have a hot outfit to drown your 
sorrows in at the swim-up bar. 
Lofty ambitions
How to survive Secret 
Santa season 
‘Tis the season for ugly sweaters, 
excessive calorie consumption, 
and holiday parties. Since most 
students are perpetually broke, 
Secret Santa gift swaps are often 
the most cost-effective way to 
ensure that everyone gets a little 
holiday surprise without filing 
for bankruptcy. Still, finding a 
great gift for just $10 or $20 can 
be tough—and you don’t want 
to disappoint your friend with a 
package of gum and a six-pack 
of AAA batteries (again). Here 
are some tips for becoming the 
best possible gift giver this ho-ho-
holiday season.
The first step to successful 
Secret Santa-ing is to assess the 
price limit you’ve been given. 
Take this seriously: aim to give 
a gift within a dollar or so of the 
suggested limit. For example, 
if you’re given a $15 suggested 
limit, you will be a jerk if you 
give someone a $2 lottery ticket—
but it’ll be no fun for everyone 
else if you give an iPhone or 
something else way over the 
limit. Think about ideas within 
the limit and stick to it.
Once you’ve set your 
dollar goal, try to figure out 
a little bit more about your 
gift recipient’s interests. A 
little bit of thoughtfulness and 
personalization can be the 
difference between a gift that’s 
immediately discarded and one 
that’s treasured forever. Don’t 
give your tough bro friend a pink 
scented candle, and don’t give 
me a sports almanac. If you’re 
in a big Secret Santa group and 
you don’t know the person who 
you’re buying for that well, 
consider a little elfish social 
media stalking to get a general 
idea of what they’re into.
Even if you know your giftee 
well, sometimes it can be hard to 
think of something amazing in 
a hurry. In instances like these, 
you can rarely go wrong with a 
thoughtful bit of liquor (if they 
are of legal age and drink—don’t 
buy a 17-year-old alcoholic a 
bottle of wine). Especially if the 
gift exchange happens at a party, 
the gift of vodka will be very 
much appreciated. If you want to 
go a more sober route, gift cards 
can be a fast and easy gift—as 
long as it’s tailored to their 
interests. For example, if you’re 
buying for a super hot make-
up maven but don’t know the 
difference between lipstick and 
gloss, a Sephora gift card will be a 
treasured treat.
At the very least, be sure to 
avoid some of the most common 
misguided Secret Santa gifting 
mistakes. For one, if the exchange 
occurs in mid- to late-December, 
resist the temptation to give a 
plethora of Christmas-themed 
décor—the recipient most likely 
has already decorated to their 
own taste, so this sort of gift will 
probably go to waste. Similarly, 
don’t re-gift something that you 
received and hated: if you didn’t 
want it, what makes you think 
someone else will? The tyranny of 
bad Santa-ing can end with you.
The secret to great gift giving
Sophie
Isbister
Life & Style
lifeandstyle@theotherpress.ca
Photo illustration by Joel McCarthy
Sharon Miki, Senior Columnist
Need more help? 
Check out my top five foolproof 
Secret Santa gifts for 2013.
1. Cineplex gift card, $25 at Cineplex. There are always 
plenty of big movies coming out around the holidays, so a 
gift card covering admission for two offers a fun night out for 
any cinephile.
2. An Astronaut’s Guide to Life by Chris Hadfield, $19 
at Chapters. Help your giftee decompress from all of that 
textbook studying with a little pleasure reading over the 
winter break, like this out-of-this-world memoir from a 
Canadian space hero.
3. Howe Sound Carton of Coal Dark Beer variety pack, 
$19.95 at BC Liquor Stores. Like I said, it’s hard to go wrong 
with a fun pack of local beer.
4. EOS Lip Balm Holiday Ornament three-pack, $10.99 at 
London Drugs. High quality lip balms in a cute and festive 
package will be appreciated by any girlie girl.
5. Cards Against Humanity, $25 at cardsagainsthumanity.
com. If you’re going to give a game, this is the one; this 
twisted party card game will be fun at the Secret Santa swap, 
and will give your recipient fun all year long.
Life & StyLe.www.theotherpress.ca
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Remember: the holidays 
are just like the movies
“If TV has taught me anything, it’s 
that miracles always happen to poor 
kids at Christmas. It happened to 
Tiny Tim, it happened to Charlie 
Brown, it happened to the Smurfs, 
and it’s gonna happen to us.” – 
Bart Simpson
Bart Simpson’s words on 
Christmas have never seemed 
more reaching (or more 
farfetched) than to young adults 
and college students. As many 
of us approach the holiday 
season, we despair of hope for 
miracles and instead begin to 
develop a method of coping. 
Some of us embrace the 
season as early as possible and 
spend hours spreading every 
last bit of tinsel. Others are 
ready to rip the head off anyone 
who so much mentions the word 
“jolly.” Then there are those who 
just want to survive another 
awkward dinner with the in-
laws. Indeed, almost every 
individual’s Christmas situation 
can be found in a Christmas 
movie plot somewhere.
There’s always the one guy 
who just doesn’t seem to want 
to celebrate. He doesn’t come to 
the ugly sweater parties, never 
says “Merry Christmas” back to 
you, and balks at the idea of the 
work gift exchange. Instead of 
leaving him alone and perhaps 
making faces behind his back, 
there’s always someone else 
as desperate to make him see 
the light as he is to avoid it. 
Who does all that wasted effort 
benefit? It’s just like How the 
Grinch Stole Christmas.
On the other end of the scale 
is the person who took way 
too much when they handed 
out holiday spirit. As soon as 
November is on the calendar, 
they start wearing that stupid 
Santa hat around. They’re the 
ones who want to organize 
a party where everyone has 
to buy a stupid sweater that 
they’re only going to wear once 
a year. They hang mistletoe in 
the hallways so it’s even more 
awkward when you pass your 
secret friend with benefits on the 
way to lunch. Still, their heart 
is in the right place, and they 
embody all the charm of Will 
Ferrell as Buddy from Elf. 
For some, Christmas is 
about surviving your crazy 
family. Whether it’s your little 
cousin smearing his food on 
everything he can reach, a 
married couple fighting about 
an awkward present, or a family 
pet chewing up the turkey, the 
holidays make you want to take 
your gun out back and shoot 
something out… maybe even 
your own eye! It’s a wonderful 
life? No, it isn’t. It’s A Christmas 
Story.
When all else fails, 
there’s always the 
option of being 
forgotten by 
your family 
during the 
holidays. 
When the 
pressure 
of buying 
gifts, seeing 
annoying 
relatives, 
and hanging 
decorations 
just gets to be 
too much, it’s 
time to spend 
Christmas the 
proper way by 
eating cereal in your 
underwear and watching 
a gangster movie. your 
relatives may complain, 
but sometimes the 
holiday season is 
better spent 
being Home 
Alone.
Surviving Christmas archetypes
Cazzy
Lewchuk
Staff Writer
HELP THOSE 
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A few easy standbys 
for the ubiquitous 
Christmas gathering
This year, dazzle your friends and undermine your 
enemies by bringing seasonally 
appropriate yet easy to make 
appetizers to one of the dozens 
of Christmas potlucks you’ve 
probably been invited to. Don’t 
be the guy who shows up with 
a box of chocolates. Investing a 
minimal amount of effort in one 
of these easy and breezy food and 
drink recipes will pay dividends.
Baked brie. This dish is 
best at an event where you can 
commandeer a corner’s worth of 
oven space. When pulled fresh 
from the oven it fills the party 
with a melted-cheese-and-honey 
smell, and is guaranteed to be 
devoured while guests wait for 
turkey. It’s also dead easy to 
make: get a brie baker, or really 
any small, oven-safe pan or 
ceramic baking dish. Purchase a 
wheel of brie, plop it in the pan, 
and top with honey, cranberries, 
and almond slivers. Bake for 15 
minutes at 350 degrees and serve 
hot with fancy crackers.
Seven layer dip. More 
like seven layers of sinful 
deliciousness! This is a much-
appreciated party favourite, 
and, if you’re trying to impress 
people who don’t eat meat or 
dairy, it can easily be made 
vegan. The layers are, in order: 
refried beans (pro-tip: mix with 
a dollop of sour cream and some 
chilli spice); sour cream (sub for 
vegan Tofutti “Better Than Sour 
Cream”); guacamole (buy it or 
look up your own recipe, lazy); 
salsa; shredded cheese (pro-tip: 
mix cheddar with Monterey Jack. 
Buy Daiya brand vegan cheese 
if going that route); black olives; 
and jalapeños. The last two layers 
are kind of a cop-out, and are 
often interchanged for similar 
toppings like chopped tomatoes 
or green onion. The hardest 
part is layering the liquidy sour 
cream, salsa, and guac without 
mixing them. I recommend 
painstaking, miniscule spoonfuls. 
Spend all night on it.
Bagels, cream cheese, and 
lox. This all-season appy works 
well at Christmas. Not only is it 
a culinary curveball, but it looks 
gourmet, can be inexpensive, 
and uses the red, green, and 
white colours of the season. 
you’ll need a bag of mini bagels, 
a tub of plain cream cheese, 
about 225 grams of smoked 
salmon slices (also called 
lox), and a handful of capers. 
Assemble the bagel halves on 
a serving dish and generously 
schmear each half with cream 
cheese. Top with a single layer 
of lox, and then sprinkle capers 
over the whole thing, and red 
onions if you’re into that. This 
can be made the night before for 
ultimate convenience.
Alcohol. If you’re feeling 
short on time but long on cash, 
you can always go the alcohol 
route which, believe me, is 
appreciated by all. The Other 
Press covered hot beverages a 
few issues ago (see “Some like 
it mulled”), and included some 
recipes for big-batch booze, like 
mulled wine. But if you want 
to do even less work, grab a big 
bottle of your favourite spiced 
rum, a few litres of my favourite 
egg nog (Avalon Dairy’s egg nog 
in the glass bottle), and some 
fresh nutmeg to grate overtop 
of it all. Then swing by and pick 
me up. I’ll be waiting.
Impress for less at holiday potlucks
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Five people to avoid sitting next 
to at Christmas dinner
Whatever your seasonal holiday may be, you will probably find yourself in the company of relatives 
this December, whether for dinners, sleigh rides, or 
decathlons. We all have our favourite people to sit next 
to: that cousin who sneaks you some bonus whiskey, the 
family friend with that great James Franco anecdote, or 
anyone that can get you a friends-and-family price on a 
spa treatment. The following list contains the five people 
you don’t want to find yourself sitting next to.
1) The uncle who tells racially charged jokes.
2) The aunt who’s trapped in one of those direct-selling 
Ponzi schemes.
3) The conspiracy theorist cousin. (“Chemtrails!”).
4) The family friend who won’t stop telling embarrassing 
childhood stories.
5) The sister-in-law’s cousin’s hairdresser whose name 
you can’t remember.
Sophie
Isbister
Life & Style
lifeandstyle@theotherpress.ca
Natalie
Serafini
Assistant Editor
assistant@theotherpress.ca
Life & StyLe.www.theotherpress.ca
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Styles to rock this 
holiday season
The holiday season presents a series of opportunities to 
strut your stuff as you move 
from party to party. The only 
question is what should you get 
decked out in before shuffling 
off to hover under mistletoe? 
An easy way to elevate your 
outfit is the judicious application 
of trendy pieces, and this year 
it’s a dark Christmas twist on 
some classic favourites. Stores, 
runways, and hallways are all 
about fab fabrics, dark colours, 
and simplicity.
Black velvet, leather, 
and lace, if you please. Take 
your classic standout textures 
like velvet, leather, and lace, 
and give them an upgrade. A 
previous article in the Other 
Press discussed how to be va-
va-voom in velvet (see, “I’m 
bringing velvet back”), which 
you can peruse for in-depth 
tips on the soft and touchable 
fabric. Stores are teeming with 
gobs of other texturized garbs, 
as well. Steer clear of laces in 
bright whites to avoid looking 
like a doily, and navigate instead 
towards plums, navies, and 
blacks. When it comes to leather, 
classic black is always a go-to, 
but trying out more unexpected 
colours can payoff in spades. 
Good hunting grounds 
for skirts, shirts, and dresses 
in these fabrics include H&M, 
American Apparel, Topshop, 
and Forever 21. you can easily 
let a single standout piece do 
the talking, pairing a texturized 
shirt or skirt with something 
more neutral. Mixing textures 
together can make for a more 
visually stimulating look if 
done right, but it may require 
more finesse. Think modern 
Winona Ryder, not Dracula at 
a Christmas party. And all of 
these outfits can be paired with 
your fiercest—while still being 
safe on icy sidewalks after a few 
glasses of wine—heels
Nailed it. Dark colours are 
so in, with hues of forest greens, 
midnight navy blues, dark 
plums, and so-grey-it’s-almost-
blacks dominating the nail 
polish aisle. I’ve been loving a 
deep red bordering on oxblood, 
like A-List by Essie. 
Alternatively, for bright 
colour in an otherwise dark 
outfit, try out poppy reds (I’m 
partial to L’Oreal Pro’s Apple 
of My Eye), amethysts, and 
sapphires. Think jewel tones, 
whether you’re taking a step to 
the darker side or going for pops 
of colour.
Made up. A berry lipstick 
or stain is a great way to try out 
statement lips, and it’s pretty 
easy to find a hue that works 
for you. Look for deeper reds, 
shades of plum, or anything 
with berry in the title. I’ve been 
wearing Ballistic from Rimmel, 
which is a dark red with the 
slightest hint of plum to it, and 
it’s one of my favourites when I 
play up my lips.
If you’re not ready to take 
the plunge with a boysenberry 
lip, cat eyeliner always looks 
chic and classic. Perfecting cat 
eyeliner requires practice, but 
there are some ways to avoid 
a shaky line. To get a template 
before starting, use a pencil 
liner—which is easily removed if 
you make any mistakes—to lay 
down the foundations for your 
liner. Finding the right formula 
and medium of application is 
paramount: gel liner with a thin 
and precise brush for application 
will help, and I’ve also found 
some success with felt-tip liners. 
For a sharp line, try placing tape 
at the corner of your eye, angled 
how you want your liner to look. 
This technique is like bowling 
with the bumpers up so you 
can’t get the ball in the gutters: 
foolproof. 
Un-do. Loose and undone 
hair is the way to go in weather 
that quickly and efficiently 
botches pampered locks. Keep 
your hair healthy and natural, 
perhaps using some Moroccan 
oil to soothe damaged and dry 
hair. 
Alternatively, for a coiffure 
that is put-together yet simple 
as can be, try braiding. There are 
countless tutorials on youTube 
if you want to get fancy with 
a crown of milkmaid braids, 
fishtail braids, or up-dos that 
are made entirely out of smaller 
individual braids. If you want to 
keep it easy on your patience—
and on the circulation to your 
arms—a classic three-strand 
side braid will look oh so “I 
just threw myself together and 
looked amazing,” when paired 
with a snazzier outfit.
Ashley Madekwe wearing a Lace Dress | 
Photo courtesy of  www.ashionbombdaily.com/
Strutting around the Christmas tree
Natalie
Serafini
Assistant Editor
assistant@theotherpress.ca
What to do in snowy 
(rainy) Vancouver
Confession: I hate planning dates. The time and effort 
involved in trying to figure 
out what will be fun, cheap, 
and convenient feels like the 
biggest chore. More often 
than not, plans devolve into 
snuggling up on the couch to 
drink and watch a movie—not 
the worst, but there’s so much 
to do around Vancouver that 
“Planning’s a chore” is really 
no excuse. Solution: I’ve found 
a series of fun things going on 
around Vancouver throughout 
the winter, and you lucky 
ducks are get to ride on my 
coat tails with this shortlist. 
Dates where you share 
an experience together can 
be some of the most fun and 
memorable times. When it 
comes to skating, you get 
to get your workout on, do 
something cheap, and, should 
you get tired of slipping and 
falling, there’s always a post-
skate hot chocolate. Robson 
Square is a popular option and 
the place to be if you want a 
romantic atmosphere. The rink 
is open now until February 28, 
with skate rentals for $4 and 
free entry if you bring your 
own skates. To avoid crowds 
of children cramping your date 
style, go later at night: the rink 
is open until 11 p.m. on Fridays 
and Saturdays. Alternatively, 
if you want to beat the crowds 
altogether, you can look to 
local ice rinks, though you 
might have to plan your time 
around their schedule.
Maybe you don’t like 
physical exertion. Like 
drinking? Like movies? Like 
doing both outside of your 
usual environs? The Rio 
Theatre shows classics and 
favourites every Friday at 11 
p.m., with tickets for just $8 
at the door and $6 in advance 
(or for those brave souls who 
show up in costume). Curl up 
with a drink in hand and enjoy, 
with Scrooged on December 6, 
Hook on December 13, Elf on 
December 20, and Die Hard on 
December 27.
If you’re a foodie or a 
Christmas lover, the annual 
Vancouver Christmas Market is 
a great opportunity to sample 
scads of scrumptious treats and 
wander around a market that 
is the epitome of Christmas. 
The stalls of food will satisfy 
most any appetite, and if you 
have any Christmas shopping 
to do, there’s a variety of 
different trinkets to peruse. The 
Vancouver Christmas Market 
runs until December 24 from 
11 a.m. to 9 p.m. every day 
(except on December 24, when 
the hours run until 6 p.m.) at 
the Queen Elizabeth Theatre 
Plaza.
For an “elfin good time,” 
check out The Santaland Diaries, 
a play from David Sedaris 
playing at the Revue Stage in 
Granville Island. This adult 
Christmas tale of Sedaris’ 
experience working as an elf at 
Macy’s Santaland is described 
as a “sardonic comedy” that’s 
“more naughty than nice.” The 
play runs until December 21, 
and tickets start from $29.
If you’re looking to 
impress someone with how 
cultured you are, you can 
escape the slush and explore 
Vancouver indoors with the 
Museum of Vancouver’s An 
Evolutionary Look into Vancouver 
Street Photography. The exhibit 
features four contemporary 
photographers, including 
Lincoln Clarkes, Brian Howell, 
Angela Fama, and John 
Goldsmith. The museum is 
open Tuesday to Sunday, 10 
a.m. to 5 p.m. (Thursdays until 
8 p.m.), and adult tickets run 
$12. you can catch the exhibit 
until January 26.
There are a lot of light 
festivals that happen around 
Christmas, and even suburban 
streets are their own lights 
show; few are more creative, 
though, than the Vancouver 
Aquarium’s Luminescence: A 
Celebration of Aquatic Light. 
It’s an aquatic light show 
displaying fluorescent and 
bioluminescent ocean light. 
you’ll likely learn something 
scientific, so if that isn’t 
your jam you might want 
to skip this one. Otherwise, 
Luminescence runs until 
January 22, with tickets 
running $25 for adults.
 Whatever you decide to 
do for date night this holiday 
season, make it memorable 
by sharing an experience with 
your sweetie. Whether it’s low-
cost skating and hot chocolate, 
or a mad attempt to experience 
everything on this list in one 
day, get outside and enjoy 
what Vancouver has to offer for 
the holiday season!
Natalie
Serafini
Assistant Editor
assistant@theotherpress.ca
Dating in a winter wonderland
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There is more to December 
than Christmas
It always surprises me that despite living in such a 
multicultural city, whenever 
December comes around, all 
I hear about is Christmas. I’m 
certain that there are people 
just like me, floating about with 
no religious or cultural link to 
any holidays. I know I’m not 
the only one who has blindly 
accepted Christmas to be the 
popular choice and ignored all 
the rest without any recognition. 
I remember a time when 
people were proposing 
that the phrase, “Merry 
Christmas” should be officially 
replaced with politically 
correct salutations including, 
“Season’s greetings” and 
“Happy holidays.” Christmas’ 
overwhelming attractiveness 
reigned supreme and those that 
still get upset about it would 
be considered rather uptight 
or having a chronic case of 
seasonal affective disorder. 
Still, I feel it’s important 
to recognize other significant 
holidays that other people 
actually celebrate.
Some might be complaining 
about Christmas’ early start this 
year, but Hanukkah actually 
does start early. November 
27 at sundown marked the 
start of the Jewish holiday, 
but you probably forgot 
because you were too busy 
putting up decorative lights 
or getting ready for Black 
Friday. Luckily, there are eight 
days of Hanukkah, so you still 
have until December 5 to spin 
a dreidel and put on Adam 
Sandler’s animated movie, Eight 
Crazy Nights.
Bodhi Day arrives during a 
time of affluence for many. We 
reap the rewards of a year-long 
drudgery and enjoy the secret 
Santa gifts and holiday dinners. 
But Bodhi Day, December 
6 is not about indulgence 
and splurging on shopping 
bargains, it commemorates the 
day the Buddha experienced 
enlightenment. Different 
variations of Buddhism, from 
Zen to Pure Land Buddhism 
all across the globe take part in 
this celebration. The traditional 
way to mark this day is to take 
part in meditation, but I don’t 
suggest it, knowing that you’ll 
probably be full off turkey and 
red wine. 
Although the African 
community is small in 
Vancouver, Kwanzaa is a 
significant holiday, celebrated 
by over 4.7-million people in 
the United States and 28-million 
people in the world. This week-
long holiday that starts on 
Boxing Day and ends on New 
year’s Day. For those who do 
celebrate Kwanzaa, they must 
face the fact that the eclipse 
of post-Christmas festivities 
blinds many people from this 
holiday. If you are one of those 
fine folks bracing for New Year’s 
Day with anticipation, take a 
moment and sit back and enjoy 
a movie by Maya Angelou 
called The Black Candle, a film 
that explores African culture by 
using Kwanzaa as the vehicle to 
tell the tale. 
Winter solstice is the 
occasion to bring family and 
friends together and share the 
year’s finale. It’s a beautiful 
time; every region of the world 
has their own practices—but I 
don’t, and I don’t need them. We 
should all be cultural explorers. 
It’s nice to decorate trees or light 
candles, but with such a diverse 
selection of holidays this month, 
trying something new might 
just be the necessary change 
needed to rejuvenate the spirit 
and prepare yourself for another 
year. 
Diversify December 
Elliot
Chan
Opinions Editor
opinions@theotherpress.ca
Aidan
Mouellic
Staff Writer
Should the best have the 
right to hang it up early?
End with a bang, finish on top, and leave the audience 
wanting more; they might all 
be clichés, but any athlete, 
performer, and business 
professional who says they 
want their career to peter out 
and end with a little whimper 
is a liar. It’s tempting to push 
the limits of our achievements 
and it’s even more tempting to 
ride off into the sunset early—
but what does it really mean to 
retire as champion and be the 
undisputed, undefeated best 
of the best? Some might refer 
to that scenario as the ideal 
end to a beautiful career, but 
I consider it selfish, lazy, and 
inconsiderate. 
At UFC 167, Canadian 
welterweight champion 
George St. Pierre kept his title 
against number one contender 
Johny Hendricks. After the 
controversial match, St. Pierre 
announced that he would be 
taking a long hiatus from the 
sport. Fans, management, and 
opposition were outraged 
by the news, even though St. 
Pierre admitted to needing 
time to deal with his own 
personal problems—few 
had sympathy for one of the 
best pound-for-pound MMA 
fighters in the world. 
A title is a responsibility, 
regardless of the job. If you 
don’t want to perform the job 
any more, you don’t deserve 
the title. An actor wouldn’t 
audition for a role and then 
drop it as soon as they got 
cast. A qualified business 
manager who gets hired and 
then decides to quit, leaving 
the company in the lurch, is 
disrespectful and classless. 
The same goes for professional 
MMA fighters. If you win, 
you’d better be ready to 
defend. Now, I admit not being 
allowed the option to step 
away gracefully and having to 
be pummelled until retirement 
may seem a bit cruel, but aren’t 
we all struggling through 
life? I’m not saying every 
occupation should end with a 
five-round bout in the octagon, 
but there should be some sort 
of closure—especially if you’re 
the best.  
Some believe being 
washed-up or a has-been is a 
tarnishing trait to a respectful 
professional, but I believe it’s 
the only honest way to pass 
the torch; to truly know if the 
successor is deserving of the 
reverence that comes with the 
title. Eventually the apprentice 
will defeat the master; that 
is just the way of life. In the 
animal kingdom we often see 
the alpha male being usurped 
by a younger individual. The 
only honourable thing for the 
aging animal to do is to stand 
its ground or flee in disgrace of 
the community it helped build. 
I fear we have put certain 
public figures on too high of 
a pedestal and that is wrong. 
We have made false idols out 
of these talented people and 
the idea of treating them like 
normal humans is considered 
blasphemy. A person 
withholding their talents from 
society is similar to theft. 
They’re taking something of 
great value away from the 
world, and that is not okay. 
World-class athletes, 
performers, and business 
professionals already get 
treated like kings. There is no 
doubt that their egos often 
cloud their judgment, causing 
them to be more concerned 
with their reputations than 
with their actual roles as 
influencers. Sure, it might be 
better for the self-esteem to go 
out on top, but it’s better for 
the self-image to admit defeat 
and shake hands with the next 
generation. If I may quote a 
line from The Dark Knight’s 
Harvey Dent, “you either die 
a hero or you live long enough 
to see yourself become the 
villain.” Don’t become the 
villain—keep fighting.   
Live fast/retire young
Elliot
Chan
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PS4, Xbox One, and Wii U 
compete for video game 
supremacy
The video game war is a war that not many people know 
about. It’s been raging on for 
decades now and it shows no 
signs of stopping. After all, 
competition is what gaming is 
all about. This time, it’s between 
the PS4, Xbox One, and the Wii 
U. I’m going to try and describe 
each new system as best I can, 
while maybe determining the 
reigning champion of this next-
generation video game war. 
First off, the PS4 looks sleek 
and sexy in black. The controller 
feels great in my hands with new 
triggers and even a touchpad in 
the centre. It also has a “share” 
button that’s always recording 
gameplay so you can share 
what you’ve done with your 
PlayStation Network friends, 
with one click of the button. 
The menu screen is completely 
different from its predecessor’s, 
making everything even more 
convenient to access. Two of the 
PS4’s launch games, Killzone: 
Shadow Fall and Knack, have their 
perks and minor flaws, but I 
won’t be going into detail about 
them. It’s the games coming out 
next spring that I’m thinking 
about, such as Watch Dogs, 
Infamous: Second Son, and Tom 
Clancy’s the Division. These look 
incredible. The PS4 also offers an 
additional camera not unlike the 
Kinect from Xbox One.
The Xbox One rolled out a 
week before the PS4, and it has 
better-looking launch games 
such as Ryse: Son of Rome, Dead 
Rising 3, Forza Motorsport 5, 
and Killer Instinct. All of those 
games look epic. Apart from 
a slimmer battery pack, the 
controller is basically the same 
as the previous one. The new 
and improved Kinect comes 
with the new system and is a 
huge improvement. It can sense 
up to six people and has enabled 
facial recognition to sign in. The 
system focusses on being an 
all-in-one entertainment outlet 
with a multi-screen option and 
a whole bunch of other options. 
Still, these extra functions are 
just not my cup of tea. I play 
games and only games on my 
gaming systems.
Finally, we come to the Wii 
U. yes, I know it came out a 
while ago, but it’s still coming 
out with amazing games like 
Legend of Zelda: A Link Between 
Worlds and Super Mario 3-D 
World. And that’s all I’m going 
to say about that. Keep on 
trucking, Wii U.
I’m guessing you might 
already know where my 
loyalties lie. you may be tempted 
by Xbox’s superior selection, but 
I suggest Sony over Microsoft 
this time around. The PS4 games 
look weak now, but in a couple 
months, it’ll be the best console 
on the shelves. I can’t wait.
The video game war rages on
 Photo courtesy of www.lazygamer.net
Artisanal companies are 
fooling you daily
I’m guilty of falling for the romantic appeal of handmade 
North American goods crafted 
by skilled craftspeople. The 
hipster-fuelled, artisanal, 
handmade revolution has 
swallowed me whole and I feel 
ashamed that these companies’ 
slick marketing prowess has 
conquered me. 
Buying locally made 
things has never been cooler 
and I love that; supporting our 
fellow community members is 
important, because it keeps jobs 
around and boosts the economic 
prosperity of the region. But 
within the organic artisanal 
marketplace—whether it’s fancy 
chocolate or vegan fair trade 
handbags—there’s an extreme 
overuse of the term “handmade.”
Whenever I see something 
labelled as handmade, I cringe. 
Chances are the item was 
handmade, but I cringe because 
though it’s a true statement, 
it’s still misleading. The label 
suggests that the product is 
special—more so than whatever 
else is available. For example, 
certain shoemakers love to boast 
that their products are made 
by hand and that it’s so special 
that an Amish artisan massaged 
the shoe for who knows how 
long before it was shipped to 
the stores. you know what other 
shoes are handmade? Air Jordans 
and the rest of the Nike lineup. 
Every pair of Nike shoes is made 
by hand, every pair of Adidas 
shoes is made by hand, and all 
other shoes on the planet are 
made by hand. 
The difference lies in the fact 
that one worker makes pennies, 
while the other worker makes 
a fistful of dollars. The reason 
Nike is not plastering all its shoe 
boxes with “proudly handmade” 
labels is perhaps because the 
craftspeople who make them 
can’t afford to wear them, or 
perhaps because sweatshops are 
less cool than small, picturesque 
workshops. 
When you think about it, 
nearly everything that we don’t 
associate with “handmade” is 
handmade. The car you drive 
was made by humans with 
assistance from some robotic 
hands, the clothing you wear 
was all individually crafted by 
someone operating a sewing 
machine in a garments factory, 
and the electronic devices you 
use daily were all put together, 
one by one, by a human.
Practically everything is 
handmade, but a company’s 
decision to boast about it will 
likely depend on whose hands 
built it. If the item you’re using 
was made in Canada or in the 
States by someone with a beard, 
clean hands, and knowledge of 
what EDM stands for (electrical 
discharge machining), then 
chances are it will be labelled 
“handmade”; but if the product 
was made overseas by a poor 
labourer, then it will not be 
labelled as such. 
There are certainly some 
exceptions to my rudimentary 
guideline. Tourist knick-knacks 
that can be found near your 
all-inclusive resort will often 
be handmade by local artisans, 
but instead of your basket being 
woven in a small moonlit hut, it 
was likely made in a giant knick-
knack factory. It’s still handmade 
by a local dude, but just not 
as romantically as previously 
imagined; most things aren’t. 
Do I sound cynical yet? 
I’m not trying to be, but our 
judgment can easily be skewed 
by mere words on packaging. 
That pleases me—being 
fooled into thinking positive 
thoughts through some simple 
wordplay is great. Perhaps 
professors can change the name 
of “final examination week” 
into “personal growth and 
exploration period.” If being 
fooled by a little wordplay can 
make me optimistic, then I’m all 
for being mildly deceived. 
I urge you all to think a 
bit more critically about your 
buying habits. Self-awareness 
is key to becoming a better 
educated person and a smarter 
shopper. Don’t be fooled into 
buying something that is really 
just overpriced Hershey’s. Then 
again, if we believe everything 
the label tells us, is the placebo 
effect worth it?
Everything is handmade
Steve Cayer, Senior Columnist
Aidan
Mouellic
Staff Writer
You know what other shoes are handmade? Air Jordans and the rest of the Nike lineup.
Need to vent? Contact the editor at opinions@theotherpress.ca
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Parents’ safety concerns 
shouldn’t determine child’s 
athletic aspirations
From an early age, we teach children to behave 
nicely and to play safe, but 
overprotectiveness can be more 
damaging than kicks, punches, 
and scrapes against pavement. 
Protecting children is one thing, 
but activities that test endurance 
such as hockey, mixed martial 
arts (MMA), and other sports 
requiring a helmet can offer 
valuable lessons—ones that 
children cannot get from their 
caring parents. 
Although many still 
consider MMA to be a 
barbaric sport, it’s incredibly 
popular amongst the younger 
generation. Parents are more 
inclined today to enrol their 
children in lessons and cheer 
on their sons and daughters 
as they duke it out. That being 
said, it only takes a few seconds 
of viewing a child “ground 
and pound” an opponent 
before we recognize what is 
really happening. We shoot 
some judgmental glances at 
the parents and wonder how 
they could have let such a 
monstrosity happen. 
Give me a break. I feel 
those parents should be 
commended for believing in 
their children, despite their 
child’s loss. Sure the child got 
hurt in the process—let that 
be the worst thing to happen 
in that child’s life. Sports are 
inherently dangerous; it doesn’t 
matter if you sprain your MCL 
playing badminton or get 
concussed from a roundhouse 
kick. Competition hurts and 
so does life. Spoiling children 
and keeping them in the house 
playing video games is more 
crippling than a few bruises.    
The reason why I believe 
after-school and weekend sports 
enrolment for children is so 
important is that I didn’t have 
any when I was growing up. I 
had overprotective parents who 
wanted me to pursue academic 
and artistic endeavours and 
avoid the tremulous world of 
athletics. I believe the inability 
to cope with losing set me back 
a bit as I aged. I was afraid 
to fall and take chances, until 
one day I decided to purchase 
a skateboard with my own 
money and prove my durability. 
I remember returning home 
with blood dripping down my 
leg, proud. I had fallen and I 
survived. 
Competition is a part of 
life, and the earlier we teach our 
children this concept the more 
competent they’ll be, whether 
in academic, professional, or 
athletics goals. Learning to lose 
is as important as learning to 
win. Those who are successful 
will tell you that there is not one 
without the other. If the child 
has a passion and is willing 
the pursue it, parents should 
support them regardless of the 
concrete floor, opposing teams, 
or headlocks. 
Some may call certain sports 
violent, and therefore worth 
banning children from. Certain 
children are also naturally more 
violent than others, and the 
combination sounds like a recipe 
for disaster. But sports allow 
children to focus their intensity 
by giving them motivation in a 
controlled environment. Kids 
who act out in classrooms will 
often find sports not only help 
build physical stamina, but 
mental stamina as well. 
Scars are not signs of mom 
and dad’s inept parenting—
they’re badges of honour for the 
children. 
Danger and violence is a part of growing up
Competition is a part of life, and the earlier we teach our children this concept the 
more competent they’ll be, whether in academic, professional, or athletics goals.
www.theotherpress.ca
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Men’s basketball loses to VIU
The Royals put forth a tremendous effort 
against the Vancouver Island 
University (VIU) Mariners 
on November 29. Although 
Douglas faced adversity 
with fouling early on, they 
managed to stay in the game.
In the first quarter of the 
game, VIU kept a strong hold 
on both ends of the floor. 
Douglas’ offence didn’t run as 
smoothly as they had hoped. 
That being said, they managed 
to stay close, ending the first 
quarter at a deadlock score of 
25 all. Kristian Hildebrandt 
put in a remarkable first half, 
shooting a whopping 80 
per cent from the field and 
hitting 75 per cent of his three-
pointers. 
Following a huge 
performance from the team’s 
captain, Ryan Hopson 
contributed eight points to the 
half. Douglas let the score get 
away from them in the second 
quarter, though, and headed 
into halftime down 46-39. 
The third quarter was quite 
a show. Every player on the 
floor contributed to Douglas’ 
comeback. Ethan McKean 
hit a huge three, followed 
by another huge play from 
Grant Campbell. Douglas was 
showing heart and rattling the 
Mariners. 
“I was very happy with us 
battling back; we were down 
double-digits. To come back 
and even be up at some points, 
I was very happy with that. 
Andrew [Baron] is our most 
consistent player on the floor 
and him being out changed 
the options on offence and the 
rotations on defence, but we 
can win without our better 
players,” said coach Denis 
Beausoleil.
The fourth quarter 
was very intense and the 
game depended on the final 
minutes of play. Baron and 
Bradyn Norris were both in 
foul trouble. The Royals did 
what they could to protect 
them through the fourth, but 
Baron fouled out in the first 
few minutes. The team didn’t 
let up though. Norris made 
four back-to-back layups in 
the key, putting Douglas up 
by one with two minutes 
left in the game. VIU traded 
crucial buckets with Douglas 
through the last 45 seconds 
of the game before the hosts 
went up by one again with 
19 seconds left on the clock. 
The Royals appeared to have 
a great stop defensively, but 
the referees felt otherwise. 
They were called for a block 
that sent the Mariners to the 
free-throw line, from where 
they hit both. Now down by 
one, the ball was in Grant 
Campbell’s hands. His drive to 
lane was unsuccessful though, 
and the Royals committed a 
quick foul to stop the clock. 
Unfortunately, Douglas 
wouldn’t have enough time 
to come back, and the game 
finished 83-79. Although this 
was a team effort for Douglas 
with four players in double-
digits—Hildebrandt with 16, 
Campbell with 14, McKean 
with 13, and Norris with 16—
Douglas left defeated.
“That was a good game! 
It just shows that we can gun 
with anyone. We took the third 
ranked team in Canada to the 
limit,” said Hildebrandt. 
D-Rose faces another 
career-damaging injury
The fear of injury dwells 
somewhere within every 
athlete. The gruelling fight for 
recovery runs a close second. 
Following these exasperating 
feelings, the insecurity of 
maintaining the same level 
of talent and ability becomes 
overwhelming. April of 2012 
marked that unconscious 
moment for Derrick Rose, 
when he tore his left anterior 
cruciate ligament (ACL). 
Thousands of thoughts surely 
stewed in his mind. Nearly 
a year and a half later, Rose 
stepped onto the court after 
intense therapy to give the 
league the show everyone had 
been waiting for.
Only 10 short games 
into the 2013-14 season, 
Rose was averaging 15.9 
points, 4.3 assists, and 3.2 
rebounds. The former MVP 
had recorded a higher vertical 
jump post-injury and was 
making strides to becoming 
a more prominent player in 
the upcoming season after 
an agonizing rehabilitation 
process. In a failed backdoor 
attempt with 3:20 left in 
the third quarter against 
the Portland Trailblazers, 
“D-Rose” lost stability in his 
right knee. Officials labelled 
Rose “down for the rest of the 
season.” Rose immediately 
received surgery on his medial 
meniscus and is expected to 
make a full recovery, but what 
does that word “recover” 
really mean?
Rose may recover 
physically, but what about 
his emotional recovery? 
After being subjected to two 
major injuries back-to-back, 
is it possible to come back 
completely? My thoughts? It’s 
highly debatable. Coach Tom 
Thibodeau commented to the 
Chicago Tribune, “I talked to 
him at length (Saturday) night. 
He’s in good spirits, about as 
well as can be expected under 
the circumstances. And he’s 
already thinking about his 
rehab. Typical Derrick, he’s 
concerned about his team, his 
teammates. He’s such a great 
teammate along with being 
a great player. That being 
said, we can’t feel sorry for 
ourselves.”
While many maintain 
great concern for the MVP, 
others are fearful of the 
backlash of yet another 
injury. In February 2012, 
Adidas signed a contract 
with D-Rose for between 
$185-million and $260-million 
over 13-14 years. The shoe 
industry is skyrocketing and 
Adidas knew they needed 
big names to try and compete 
with Nike. According to 
SportsOneSource, Nike 
currently leads with 92 per 
cent in shoe  sales, with Adidas 
at a mere 5.5 per cent. After 
losing huge star Kobe Bryant, 
Adidas was desperate to put 
their name back on the map by 
signing Rose. Now that Rose 
will be sidelined in dress shoes 
and not sporting the $140 
shoes on the court, the German 
sports giant may be afraid they 
are going to tank. 
The road to recovery has 
many variables attached to the 
injury. Not only Rose, but his 
teammates, fans, and sponsors 
have to ride the injury train 
with him. 
Courtnie
Martin
Sports Reporter
Courtnie
Martin
Sports Reporter
No knee-d to hurry
Seconds away from victory
Support staff Bulls guard Derrick Rose after he injured his knee in April 2012 |  Photo courtesy of Newscom Photo
 Photo courtesy of Eric Wilkins
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Women’s basketball loses 
to VIU but improving
On November 29th the women’s basketball team 
lost to the Vancouver Island 
University (VIU) Mariners 57-42. 
Despite the loss, it was a game 
the Royals could come out of 
feeling optimistic about the rest 
of the season.
“[The Mariners are] the 
number five team in the country 
right now and I thought we 
played very well. We matched 
up well and we brought good 
energy. We didn’t shoot a very 
good percentage tonight but 
we had a lot of good looks at 
the basket,” said coach Curtis 
Nelson.
Decked out in their whites, 
the host Royals sent out Adelia 
Paul, Chloe Kennedy, Lauren 
Sollero, Jettie McLaughlin, and 
Garaline Tom to start the game 
against the undefeated league-
leading Mariners. If VIU was 
expecting an easy one, they were 
about to be in for an unpleasant 
surprise. Douglas made it rain 
three’s in the first quarter, with 
Simran Bir and Paul draining 
a handful from beyond the arc. 
Paired with some stiff defence, 
the Royals finished the quarter 
down 12-11. In the second, it 
continued to be a tight game 
as Douglas refused to let up. 
Even role players were up for 
the game, as evidenced by 
plays such as Ellen Fallis briefly 
subbing in and coming up with 
a big rebound before putting it 
home. VIU tried to make it into 
the half up four, but a lovely 
spin by Kennedy off her check 
before draining her shot took the 
teams into the break 24-22 for 
the visitors.
The second half was a 
slightly different story. The 
Mariners came out flying and 
pulled out to a 35-23 lead. True 
to their “no quit” attitude, 
the Royals clawed their way 
back though. A run started by 
McLaughlin slipping a gorgeous 
pass to Nanaya Miki in the paint 
brought the hosts within four 
at 38-34; that would be it for the 
comeback though. The quarter 
finished 41-34 and in the fourth 
the Mariners held a comfortable 
lead throughout, taking the 
game 57-42 in the end.
 “I thought we battled really 
hard throughout the game. It 
was really consistent work and 
we played solid defence. It just 
came down to hitting our shots,” 
commented Bir.
Recent injury returnee 
Mackenzie Brenner shared her 
thoughts on the team heading 
into Christmas. “I just feel like 
we’re heading up. We had a 
rocky start but we’ve had some 
difficult teams so far. And it’s 
not like we’re just going to take 
this time off; we’re going to be 
hitting the gym even harder.”
Nelson expressed his 
feelings on the team to date as 
well, “We say in our program, 
‘We want to get better every 
Monday.’” And the girls have 
done that week by week. Very 
proud of the girls and how 
they’ve hustled through. If 
we weren’t competing or we 
didn’t have that energy or that 
mentality to come out and 
compete, I’d be more concerned. 
We do have that.”  
Speaking to a common 
theme for Douglas squads this 
year, Nelson also remarked on 
the development of the group. 
“We’re a young team. For some 
of these girls this is their seventh 
college game. Tonight, Simran 
Bir, one of our rookies, stepped 
up and knocked down some big 
shots for us. More importantly 
though, I thought she played 
some really good defence and 
rebounded well. I think the 
future is very bright.”
The Royals took on 
Camosun on November 30 and 
head into the break with a 2-6 
record.
Heading up
Elliot
Chan
Opinions Editor
opinions@theotherpress.ca
They’re the number five team in the country right now 
and I thought we played very well. We matched up well 
and we brought good energy. We didn’t shoot a very 
good percentage tonight but we had a lot of good 
looks at the basket. — Coach Curtis Nelson
Eric
Wilkins
Sports Editor
sports@theotherpress.ca
 Photo courtesy of Eric Wilkins
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Redskins should have 
put season on hiatus
What a difference a year makes. This time last 
year Robert Griffin III was 
the darling of the NFL—an 
electrifying quarterback with 
unparalleled athleticism. 
Eleven games in, the team was 
5-6, but even when he lost, 
‘Skins fans weren’t worried 
because they could see the 
future was bright. A seven-
game win streak to cap off the 
season helped in this regard.
Fast-forward to this year 
and it’s a decidedly different 
picture. The Redskins are 3-8 
(as of this writing) and look 
every bit of their lousy record. 
There will be no magical 
dash to the playoffs this time 
around. And as disappointing 
as it is for a team to have such 
a dramatic drop-off, the real 
concern here is precisely that 
which fans were so excited 
about last season: the future. 
RGIII is still RGIII. He’s still 
listed at 6’2” and around 218 
pounds. He still throws right. 
He still plays quarterback. 
He’s still a man of god. 
But he’s not the same. His 
cuts aren’t as fast. He’s not 
breaking away like he used 
to. His passing isn’t there 
either. Even the diehards and 
so-called experts who backed 
him in September are starting 
to backtrack—cracks in the 
RGIII fairy tale are beginning 
to show. 
But none of this should 
surprise anyone. Just what 
was everyone expecting from 
someone who had surgery on 
his LCL and second surgery on 
his ACL? As much as people 
want to deny it, RGIII is a 
great passer because he’s a great 
runner. If you’ve got the other 
team’s defence constantly 
having to spy the QB or have 
every man prepared to cover 
for a scramble, you’re going to 
have more success. However, 
take away that awesome 
athleticism, or even hinder it a 
bit, and the game is completely 
changed—as this year has 
proven. And none of this has 
taken into consideration the 
mental aspect. It takes some 
time to get over the injury in 
your head as well, and RGIII 
hasn’t. 
I’m still of the mindset 
that Griffin should have just 
sat out this year. While no 
one likes to skip a season, the 
Redskins should have given 
this more thought. After 
investing a boatload of draft 
picks in RGIII, was rushing 
him back really in their (or 
his) best interests? Adrian 
Peterson is a freak of nature; it 
was unrealistic to think Griffin 
III could replicate the star 
running back’s comeback.
Meanwhile, struggles on 
the field aside, stories about 
the Baylor man off the field 
have started to come out. 
There are rumours that Griffin 
III is a little insecure. The 
‘Skins number 10 reportedly 
asked the coaching staff to 
take out his negative plays 
while reviewing film but they 
declined; supposedly this was 
a common practice during his 
college days. Along with this, 
it has 
been 
suggested that he hurried back 
to playing because he feared 
losing his starting gig to 2012 
fourth-rounder Kirk Cousins. 
Rifts between him and Kyle 
Shanahan and his offensive 
linemen have all been brought 
up as well—though obviously 
refuted by all involved parties. 
And of course 
it just wouldn’t 
be a story if the 
recent visit of 
RGIII’s father 
to the locker 
room after a 
loss wasn’t 
brought up.
Whether 
there’s any truth to 
any of the rumours 
is irrelevant. The fact of 
the matter is that he’s not 
the player he used to be, 
and unfortunately, may 
never be again. Mike’s 
Shanahanigan’s in last 
year’s playoffs letting 
him stay in the 
game 
just may have ruined RGIII’s 
career. As noted by 49ers 
linebacker Ahmad Brooks a 
few weeks ago, “I don’t think 
he should be playing. you can 
see it. Everybody can see it.” 
The Robert Griffin III show
Elliot
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International hockey 
teams look for key players 
to help win gold in Russia
The Olympics bring out the hockey nations’ most elite 
players, but when stars in club 
teams join international teams, 
not every player will get the 
spotlight—many accustomed 
to being leaders in the NHL 
will have to take on secondary 
or defensive roles. Players 
recognized for highlight 
reel plays might not get the 
opportunity to showcase their 
skills on the international 
stage, but that doesn’t mean 
they’re a liability—in fact, the 
unsung players are often those 
that contribute most to gold 
medal teams. Without further 
ado, here’s a quick preview of 
the top contenders.
Canada: Who is going 
to get Sidney Crosby the 
puck? It might not be Steven 
Stamkos, even though he was 
a projected line mate before 
the top goal scorer in the NHL 
went down with a leg injury. 
In 2010, Jarome Iginla set up 
the golden goal, but due to his 
rise in age and decline in stock, 
he might be dismissed, making 
room for an up-and-comer. So 
who will be the key figure in 
2014 flying under the radar? 
Consider Crosby’s set-up man 
on the Pittsburgh Penguins, 
Chris Kunitz. Team Canada 
often tries to be fancy, but I 
believe team chemistry is more 
important than talent alone. 
Head coach Mike Babcock 
may consider trying out many 
players with Crosby, but with 
27 points in 28 games this 
season, Kunitz is as good as 
any Canadian to set up a game 
winner. 
Russia: With home ice 
advantage and a team known 
for its firepower, Team Russia 
is going to do everything they 
can to reverse their Olympic 
fortunes. It’s true, the Red 
Army has been intimidating 
on paper for many years, but 
if the Alexander Ovechkins 
and Evgeni Malkins can’t win 
games, who can they count 
on? We might have forgotten 
about him in the NHL, but 
Ilya Kovalchuk is still a game 
changer (when he wants to be), 
with 30 points in 26 games in 
the KHL with league-leading 
St. Petersburg SKA. With 
Kovalchuk, Russia may be 
the favourite to upset the two 
North American teams. 
USA: Tasting silver in 2010 
was a bitter experience for 
the Americans even though 
they arrived in Vancouver as 
the underdogs. They failed 
to score the last goal four 
years ago, but that was not 
because of their forwards—it 
was because of their defence. 
Without Ryan Miller playing 
at top form there wouldn’t 
even be silver. But with 
Miller’s confidence crippled 
by a horrible Buffalo Sabres 
team, who can the US count 
on to stop the opposition? 
Why not Jack Johnson from 
the Columbus Blue Jackets? 
He had been sitting, waiting, 
wishing for a second chance 
at gold and this time with 
healthy experience on a 
defensively sound Blue Jacket 
team, he might just be the 
consistent blue liner to get the 
USA to the next level. 
Sweden: The 2006 
champions will not have 
an easy trip to the podium 
in 2014. Team Sweden will 
need both their veterans and 
youngsters to be at their best 
for the two-week tournament. 
Any stalled play will definitely 
go against their favour and 
may be impossible to recover. 
Look for the Colorado 
Avalanche’s captain Gabriel 
Landeskog to play a larger 
role on the international team 
after turning the Avalanche’s 
productivity around this year 
with an impressive 17-5-0 start 
to the NHL season. 
Whether it’s blocking a 
shot or making a key pass 
in a tight situation, Olympic 
hockey is all about talented 
players doing the little things 
to win. These players may 
have smaller roles, but they are 
far from small players.  
Spotlight in Sochi
Sochi Olympic Stadium | Photo courtesy of www.populous.com
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By Joel McCarthy, Graphics Manager
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=THfiHQZVSw0
People are cruel. That is the only conclusion I have as to 
why this video has almost 3-million views. We all know 
the pain of getting the wind knocked out of us, but how 
about the pain of that happening on live TV after falling 
out of a grape bucket? The Atlanta Grape Lady knows a 
thing or two about pain, public humiliation, and how not 
to make grape juice.
Livia
Turnbull
Humour Editor
humour@theotherpress.ca
Livia
Turnbull
Humour Editor
humour@theotherpress.ca
‘More Money, More 
Problems’ details the 
issue of too much money 
and not enough shoes
More Money, More Problems by Susan Rich is an 
amazing read. Set in the hectic 
world of 2013, our heroine 
Charlotte Powers is living in 
a Brownstone in New York 
City when two men appear on 
her doorstep wishing to court 
her. The first man, Jacques, is 
a billionaire from the romantic 
land of Paris. The second man, 
Ricardo, is a Spanish billionaire 
with the biggest mansion in all 
of Spain. Charlotte has to choose 
one of these men to marry—but 
each is hiding a deep, dark 
secret about the other.
The romance is bit lacking 
in this department as the two 
men do nothing more than glare 
at each other warily whenever 
they have a scene together. 
Once you read this book, 
I guarantee that you will be 
absorbed in the mystery that the 
lovers provide our noble heroine 
with. The coded note one of 
them sends is a bit of mystery 
“[sic] skanhTrofllaruoytorppus. 
LlauoyssimllI.” The note says 
to read the message backwards, 
but I can’t figure it out. Maybe 
some smart people can decode 
this riddle, but this is too 
complex. We don’t want to solve 
codes. We want to read about 
Charlotte Powers running out 
of makeup just before her big 
important date. Still, I would 
recommend reading this book, 
as it will provide a wonderful 
distraction from all the problems 
in your life.
Charlotte’s bravery is 
something to be appreciated 
in this tense novel. Many 
women will sympathize with 
her struggles to diet enough 
so that she can fit back into the 
size 2 jeans she wore in high 
school. Many will laugh at her 
stupid boss who only decided 
to hire her because they needed 
a woman in the company. His 
sexist remarks really touch upon 
the issues that modern women 
face in society. 
Charlotte remarks that 
women are left with just enough 
disposable income to buy only 
one shoe. These are issues that 
women really need to hear in 
today’s 
world. 
The 
gender 
wage 
gap has 
to be 
decreased 
so that 
women can 
afford to buy 
more than 
one shoe with 
their leftover 
disposable 
income. All in 
all, a wonderful 
book that finally 
communicates 
the issues that 
upper middle 
class women are 
faced with.
Wealthy white woman’s first world problems 
are an inspiration to all
www.theotherpress.ca
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Capricorn
(12/22-1/19)
A rafflesia plant can fill 
your home with the smells 
characteristic of a serial killer. 
The neighbours might be 
concerned and call the police. 
Don’t worry, you’ll only have to 
stay one night in jail.
Aquarius 
(1/20-2/18) 
your dreams are trying to tell 
you that you haven’t been 
studying hard enough for your 
exams. In order to get perfect 
marks, you need to sacrifice a 
chicken.
Pisces
(2/19-3/20)
Confront your troubles head on. 
Burn down your place of work 
so you’ll be free for the holidays. 
Aries
(3/21-4/19)
Living well may be the best 
revenge, but identity theft is 
even better. After all, it was your 
partner’s fault that he trusted 
you with his PIN.   
Taurus
(4/20-5/20)
Forget about the big exams that 
you have tomorrow. Instead go 
out and get drunk Lil Wayne 
style. A hangover will improve 
your clarity.
Gemini
(5/21-6/21)
Being in tune with other 
people’s feelings will give you 
a peptic ulcer from all the extra 
stress radiating from your 
friends. 
Cancer
(6/22-7/22)
What’s this? Winter break has 
been delayed until February! 
Hmm… It seems that the man 
wants you to work even harder 
for your freedom.
Leo
(7/23-8/22)
I have bad news for you: you 
will always have to work until 
you meet someone rich or die. 
Living your dream is impossible 
in today’s world. you will have 
to settle for mediocrity. 
Virgo
(8/23-9/22)
The outside world is no place 
for dreamers like you. Instead, 
live inside a crummy apartment 
and be alone with your thoughts 
forever.
Libra
(9/23-10/22)
Uh-oh! It seems like your credit 
card got maxed out again. you 
know what to do now. Time to 
flee the country.
Scorpio
(10/23-11/21)
your body is telling you to eat 
nothing but Big Macs for the rest 
of your life to raise awareness 
for obesity. I suppose what 
doesn’t kill you makes you 
stronger.
Sagittarius 
(11/22-12/21)
Laurels? you don’t get any 
laurels to rest on! your job is 
to work without my spiritual 
guidance for the rest of your 
natural life.
Livia
Turnbull
Humour Editor
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Experts advise latte ban
Self-proclaimed experts are describing an epidemic of 
venti-sized proportions during 
the holiday season. Although 
the pandemic often manifests 
during peak times such as 
Frappuccino Happy Hour week, 
the week of finals, and back 
to school mornings, it usually 
manages to burn itself out. 
However, this particular time of 
year suggests we could be stuck 
with the pandemic for months.
 “The first sign it was really 
starting to spread was the social 
networking. All those heavily 
filtered Instagram pics of the red 
cups and I knew it was going to 
be overtime every night. Next 
thing I knew, the hashtags and 
Facebook statuses about how 
good they smelled came pouring 
in and our clinic has never been 
busier,” Dr. Valdez explains 
to the Other Press at Café de la 
Rehab, a designated hot and 
cold beverage-free zone. 
He goes on to explain just 
how dangerous the unnamed 
pandemic is.
“Although the disease 
predominantly affects Caucasian 
upper middle class women aged 
14-29, experts warn it can strike 
anyone at any time. Oh, it starts 
out with your wife picking you 
up a tall latte flavoured like 
eggnog. Next thing you know 
they suck you in by promising 
a second free one when you 
purchase a minty hot chocolate 
for your children, and soon 
you’re sipping a gingerbread 
latte twice a day.”
”Most of the patients are 
cured of their addictions after 
a few days, although the more 
severe cases must be kept off 
their iPhones so the social 
network images don’t trigger a 
relapse,” Dr. Valdez continues. 
“Of course, we provide 
many alternatives. Lucky 
Strike cigarettes are the most 
popular, although many of our 
smaller patients have taken 
to the Oxycotin and Adderall 
dispensers as of late. Our 
lounge area here is also a great 
alternative hangout spot.” 
One patient, a girl 
spreadeagled and eyes shut, is 
sprawled on a mat and dressed 
in yoga clothes. Valdez is quick 
to explain that yoga is not 
offered at this clinic. 
“She’s just had her daily 
injection of morphine! It 
does wonders to ward off the 
complaints about needing 
coffee.”
 Along with any mention 
of coffee shops—not just 
Starbucks—music played at 
lower than 90 per cent volume, 
or played by a band with more 
than four or fewer than three 
members have been banned. 
Drink addiction at epidemic level
Cazzy
Lewchuk
Staff Writer
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